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NEWS DIGEST FROM UKRAINE, MOLDOVA, AND BELARUS
May 22 – June 5, 2009
NEWS FROM UKRAINE
June 5, 2009 - Ukraine, Russia agree on regional cooperation
Ukraine and Russia stand for deepening of regional cooperation, the press service of the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Ukraine reported. 

This stand was declared by Ukraine's Acting Foreign Minister Volodymyr Khandohiy and Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov during their meeting in Denmark within the framework of the Baltic Sea Countries' Council. 

Beside that, they discussed strengthening of European security, the role of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in this process, and exchanged information about the dynamic of relations of Ukraine and Russia with NATO. 

The parties also expressed mutual interest in prolongation of the dialogue within the framework of workgroups for the state border regime issues. 
Khandohiy and Lavrov also reached agreement on further consultations on the issues of mutual interest, particularly, within the framework of the meeting of foreign ministers of OSCE member-countries in Corfu (Greece) in late June. 
Source: http://www.ukrinform.ua/eng/order/?id=162182
June 5, 2009 - Canada intends to simplify visa regime for Ukrainian youth

Canada intends to simplify a visa regime for the Ukrainian youth, the Family, Youth and Sports Ministry press service informed. 

Minister Yuriy Pavlenko held a meeting with Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Daniel Caron during which the parties discussed a memorandum that is being prepared concerning youth exchanges. 

The Minister notes that the document, initiated by the Canadian party, is aimed at liberalization of the visa regime between Ukraine and Canada in the part of simplification of the procedure for receiving the right to travel, study and work in Canada for the term of up to one year by Ukrainian citizens of 18-35 years of age.
Source: http://www.ukrinform.ua/eng/order/?id=162168

June 4, 2009 - Ukraine, EU note progress in implementing plan on justice, freedom and security
The participants in the seventh meeting of the EU-Ukraine Ministerial Troika in Luxembourg have noted progress in implementing the Ukraine-EU Action Plan in the sphere of justice, freedom and security. The Ukrainian Justice Ministry's press service quoted Justice Minister Mykola Onishchuk as saying on Wednesday. 

Onishchuk said that a positive assessment had been given to Ukraine for the improvement of national laws in the field of immigration and refuge, and for the reforming of the State Border Service for the sake of the proper management of borders. 

Moreover, the EU side praised Ukraine's steps in the fight against organized crime, including the fight against human trafficking and the spread of drugs, as well as the consolidation of efforts to combat terrorism. Source: http://www.ukrinform.ua/eng/order/?id=162066
June 3, 2009 - Chisinau hosts meeting of foreign ministers of states participating in SEECP

A meeting of the foreign ministers of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) is held in Chisinau on 4 June 2009. The event is organised in the context of a summit of heads of state and government, conducted in Chisinau under the auspices of Moldova's chairmanship at this regional organisation. 

High-level officials of the foreign ministries from the SEECP participating countries, representatives of the current Czech presidency at the EU Council and the future Swedish presidency, European Commission, as well as the secretary general of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) are to participate in the meeting. 

The participants in the event are to tackle subjects on the progress in the South East European region in the European integration process. The participants will also discuss ways to consolidate SEECP's role as important political forum in the region, and to strengthen the cooperation with the RCC. 

The participants in the meeting are to approve a string of documents which are relevant to the regional cooperation process in the South Eastern Europe. 

Also a news conference in the format SEECP Troika (Bulgaria, Moldova, Turkey) will be held. Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/ page24487.html 
June 3, 2009 – EU-Ukraine Troika meetinig
On 3 June 2009, Luxembourg hosted the Troika meeting of Justice and Interior Ministers of the European Union and Ukraine. 
The European Union was represented by Czech Minister of the Interior Martin Pecina, Czech Minister of Justice Daniela Kovářová, Director-General for Justice, Freedom and Security in the European Commission Jonathan Faull and representatives of Eurojust and Frontex. The meeting was also attended by representatives of Sweden, which will take over the EU Presidency from the Czech Republic. The Ukrainian delegation was led by Minister of Justice Mykola Onischuk and Deputy Minister of the Interior Vasyl Marmazov.

Topics for discussion: 
· fight against corruption 

· fight against organised crime (drugs, trafficking in human beings, money laundering) 

· migration and asylum 

· visa policy

“The area of justice, freedom and security is the key element of our partnership, we face common challenges in the area of mobility and security”, said Martin Pecina.

Migration and asylum
At today’s meeting the Ministers assessed the developments in the fulfillment of the Action Plan on migration and asylum. “The issues of asylum, migration and border protection are highly important. Our discussion followed up on the conference “Building Migration Partnerships” that took place in Prague in April. This conference confirmed the determination of the participants to strengthen mutual partnerships, jointly solve migration problems and respect mutual needs. The common declaration appropriately defines the points of our improved cooperation in the field of illegal migration, return, legal migration, integration and migration and development. An important conclusion of this meeting was the common determination to continue these meetings that will address the issue of the fulfilment of individual thematic areas of the Prague Declaration on Migration,” added the Interior Minister.

Fight against organised crime:
This issue is a common goal of the cooperation between the EU and Ukraine. The ministers agreed that organised crime is a threat cutting across state borders, which we have to fight together. Talks held in this section focused on the following areas:
1. Implementation of the revised action plan – Ukraine informed of concrete national measures, 
2. European cooperation in the fight against organised crime, computer crime, trade in human beings, drug trade – the debate addressed new developments on both sides,
3. Presentation of the results achieved by the Czech Presidency in these areas.

Visa policy
The EU and Ukraine agreed on the need to pursue their dialogue the aim of which is to create conditions for a visa-waiver scheme for Ukrainian citizens when travelling to the European Union. The ministers were debriefed on the conclusions of the high-level meeting summing up the current state-of-play of the visa dialogue in all four sections and outlining further steps to take in this area.
The meeting highlighted the importance of proper implementation of agreements on readmission and visa facilitation. Despite certain drawbacks, these agreements constitute an instrument conducive to the development of contacts between people and contributing to the fight against illegal migration. Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24457.html

June 1, 2009 – Sweden will pay much attention to relations with Belarus during its EU presidency

Sweden will pay much attention to the relations with Belarus during its EU presidency, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Sweden in Belarus Stefan Eriksson told a press conference in Minsk. 
“During the presidency in the EU, which will start on July 1, we will give much attention to the relations with Belarus. Together with other countries, we will be doing out best so that the Eastern Partnership programme which got off to a good start at the recent summit in Prague would develop for the benefit of Belarus and the EU,” Stefan Eriksson said.

The Swedish ambassador did not rule out that during the presidency of his country Sweden and Belarus will intensify political contacts, high-level meetings. “It is early to speak about what kind of meetings these will be,”’ the diplomat noted. 

The Eastern Partnership programme includes six post-Soviet Union countries: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. Eastern Partnership envisages economic integration and political rapprochement of the European Union with these countries. The initiative is supposed to facilitate negotiations aimed at setting up free trade zones for services and agricultural products, creating partnering relations and simplifying visa regulations. Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24441.html
May 25, 2009 – Deputy Minister of Interior of Ukraine chairs GUMIRA Steering Committee

The International Organization for Migration hosted the first meeting of the Steering Committee of the project “Technical cooperation and capacity building of Ukrainian and Moldovan governments for implementation of readmission agreements with the European Union” (GUMIRA). The meeting involved, in particular, Mr. Vasyl Marmazov, Chairman of the GUMIRA Steering Committee, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine; Mr. Borys Marchenko, Deputy Director of the State Border Protection Department, Head of the Directorate for Aliens, Inquiry and Administrative Proceedings; and Mr. Ivan Rybalko, Head of the Anti-Illegal Migration Section of the State Department for Citizenship, Immigration and Registration of Natural Persons, MIA of Ukraine.

According to Vasyl Marmazov, although cooperation has been commenced only recently (the project started working in January this year), certain positive achievements in our work can already be seen.

To remind: the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine ratified the Agreement between Ukraine and the European Community on the Readmission of Persons on 15 January 2008. The part of the Agreement related to Ukrainian nationals has already taken effect whereas the part dealing with the third-country nationals will be implemented beginning from early April 2010. The part of the Agreement determining conditions for admission and return of third-country nationals makes the issue of human rights protection extremely important. Hence, this issue is the main activity area within the GUMIRA project framework.

The GUMIRA project is a component of the European Commission’s Thematic Program of cooperation with third countries on migration and asylum 2008-2009. The project is coordinated directly by the European Commission in Brussels.

In particular, GUMIRA is implemented to address a number of questions that determine active implementation of the Agreement between Ukraine and the European Commission on the Readmission of Persons. One of these questions consists of capacity building of Ukrainian governmental structures in the field of readmission. It includes both trainings on legal, technical and administrative aspects of readmission, development of the methodology for monitoring and evaluation of governmental bodies’ activities in the field of readmission, and awareness raising of civil servants on readmission-related matters (a study tour to a European Union Member State, etc.).

Another issue consists of institutionalization of recommendations and best practices for temporary accommodation centers for migrants. This component includes trainings for the staff of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine on best practices (particularly concerning voluntary return, health care for migrants, human rights, asylum opportunities, documentation, etc.). Besides, this item assumes working visits to the European Union Member States to see exemplary systems of migrant stay and accommodation.

The next component of the project includes implementation of joint activities on capacity building of civic society and governmental institutions concerning temporary accommodation centers for foreigners and temporary detention centers for foreigners. This section assumes, in particular, establishing a program to promote voluntary return of migrants to their countries of origin and to support the government in the implementation of a state program for promoting voluntary return. Besides, it includes provision of humanitarian aid (medicines, food packages, clothes, legal services, interpretation services, etc.) to illegal migrants as per identified needs.

The Steering Committee, chaired by Vasyl Marmazov, is a management tool for the project. The Committee is used to coordinate actions and supervise project implementation. The Committee should promote project management and secure transparency of its implementation. Quarterly meetings will be coordinated in a way to allow the implementing entity, donors and other stakeholders to have necessary levers of influence when working with other partners. The meetings will openly assess any obstacles in the way of project implementation and submit proposals to settle differences, if any. Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24365.html
May 22, 2009 – Belarus to ratify the CIS convention on legal status of labour migrants

The Parliament of the Republic of Belarus intends to ratify the CIS convention on legal status of labour migrants. The document has been sent to the House of Representatives of the National Assembly, BelTA learnt from the permanent commission for international affairs and links with the CIS.

The convention was signed in Chisinau in November last year by the heads of government of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Ukraine. It is aimed at realizing the principle of equal attitude toward labour migrants and citizens of the receiving state in everything that is connected with working and living conditions.

According to the convention, labour migrants enjoy the same rights as citizens of the receiving state: for safe working conditions, equal remuneration of labour, social insurance, compensation for the damage to life and health as a result of an accident. 

Labour migrants can be deported only on the grounds stated in international treaties. They, as citizens of the receiving side, have the right for general and additional professional education, reads the convention. 

 May 22, 2009 - Belarus is among UN leaders in human trafficking prevention
Belarus is among most active UN member states in the area of human trafficking prevention, Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, United Nations Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, told a press conference on May 22.

Interactive Thematic Dialogue of the UN General Assembly "Taking Collective Action to End Human Trafficking" was held in New York on May 13, 2009. This forum gathered all the UN member states. “Belarus had a prominent role in this dialogue because the forum became possible due to the efforts of a small group of states, including Belarus. In my opinion, the thematic dialogue was a success,” Joy Ngozi Ezeilo said. 

The parties involved in the dialogue considered innovative ways to enhance the efficiency of the fight against trade in human beings. The new measures include a global action plan which can help coordinate efforts at the international, regional and national levels. The talks on the global plan of action continue. Its main point is that the countries should stick together if they want this fight to be effective. The plan also dovetails with the United Nations Millennium Goals, Joy Ngozi Ezeilo said. Sopurce: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24436.html
NEWS FROM MOLDOVA 
June 3, 2009 - Parliament fails to elect new head of state 

The Moldovan Parliament's second attempt to elect a new president was unsuccessful today. The ruling Communist Party's main candidate for president, Zinaida Grechanaya, received 60 ballots, the entire strength of the majority Communist faction in the forum. And the second MCP candidate, Moldovan Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Russia Andrei Neguta, received nothing. Acting President of Moldova and Chairman of Parliament Vladimir Voronin stated in the forum that due to the election blocking by the opposition, there exist all prerequisites for dissolving this Parliament and for setting a date for an early parliamentary election., 3 June 2009
Source – Infotag - http://www.infotag.md/news-en/
May 29, 2009 - Moldovan, Spanish Foreign ministries discuss citizens’ difficulties
Directors of consular departments of the Moldovan and Spanish Foreign Ministries discussed the difficulties encountered by the Moldovan citizens in Spain and methods of solving them. The delegation of Moldova reiterated the Moldovan authorities’ readiness to sign bilateral agreements on the regulation of migrant flows, conversion of drivers’ licenses and social protection, whose drafts have been submitted to the Spanish authorities. A special topic for discussion was the obtaining of visas for the EU, including Spain, by Moldovans. The Spanish partners were informed about the difficulties encountered by the Moldovan visa applicants owing to the absence of a Spanish Embassy or Consulate in Chisinau, the exaggerated number of documents that must be presented, the large costs incurred when applying for visas, the non-granting of multiple-entry and long-stay visas, etc. The Spanish diplomats said they are considering the possibility of allowing the Spanish Embassy in Kiev to issue national long-stay visas. A definite answer will be provided in the near future. As to the short-stay Schengen visas, the Spanish officials said that they asked a EU member state that has Embassy in Chisinau to accept visa applications from Moldovans in the name of the Kingdom of Spain.
Source – Info-Prim-Neo 

May 29, 2009 – CIS Economic Council meeting to be held in Chisinau
The 42nd Meeting of the Economic Council of the Commonwealth of the Independent States (CIS) will be held for the first time in Chisinau on 18-19 June 2009. The organizational aspects of the meeting were discussed at the meeting of First Deputy Prime Minister in office, Igor Dodon, Minister of Economy and Trade, with the delegation of the CIS Economic Council Secretariat. The deputy heads of the governments, ministers and deputy ministers of the CIS economies are expected to attend the event too. The agenda of the meeting includes a number of issues, the most important ones referring to the cooperation of the CIS states in the area of development of international transport corridors, rules of origin of goods within the CIS states, as well as use of interconnection power lines of the national power systems. The objective of the CIS Economic Council is to coordinate the cooperation among the CIS member states in the social-economic area and to ensure the implementation of the provisions stipulated in the agreements on the formation and operation of the free trade zone concluded within the CIS. Traditionally, the meeting of the counsel is organized in Moscow. 

Source –  Basa-press  

May 27, 2009 - Moldova to host 12th SEECP meeting of heads of state and government

Moldova will host the 12th meeting of the heads of state and government of the countries party to the South East European Cooperation process (SEECP) on 5 June 2009. Acting President Vladimir Voronin will chair the summit, which will end the string of events conducted by Moldova during its chairmanship of this regional organization. The head of the regional cooperation directorate of the Foreign and European Integration Ministry (MAEIE), Dumitru Tira, on Wednesday told journalists that those 11 countries participating in the SEECP should be represented, according to preliminary information, by five heads of state, five prime ministers and one deputy prime minister. Bulgarian President Georgi Pirvanov, etc. is among the high-rank officials who will come to Chisinau. Tira said that the officials are expected to tackle the situation in the region, as well as the progress made by the South East European countries in the EU integration process. The participants in the event will approve a report on Moldova's chairmanship held during 2008-2009. One of the most relevant documents to be approved at the meeting is a joint declaration of the SEECP heads of state and government. The declaration will comprise solutions and requirements to the international community and the EU, in order to support the region to overcome the present economic crisis. Tira did not exclude that the participants in the meeting are likely to discuss the bilateral relations between certain SEECP member states, including those between Moldova and Romania. Tira said that, for the time being, no bilateral meetings have been requested, either on behalf of Moldova or on behalf of Romania. Moldova became a SEECP member in 2006, and it took over the chairmanship from Bulgaria in 2008. Moldova will convey the SEECP chairmanship to Turkey on 5 June. 
Source – Moldpres
May 27, 2009 – NATO adopts a declaration regarding situation in Moldova

NATO adopted a Declaration on Tuesday during the spring assembly in Oslo, Norway, regarding the situation of the Republic of Moldova. The declaration calls the Moldovan authorities to respect human rights and political opposition. The document asserted the concern for the ‘evolution of the tense political situation in the Republic of Moldova, in the wake of the elections of 5 April 2008’. According to the Declaration, NATO standing committee ‘expects the dialog between the Government and the opposition, as well as between the political forces and the civil society, to be real, effective and transparent’, NATO ‘urges the Government of the Republic of Moldova to observe the human rights and the fundamental freedoms that the Republic of Moldova pledged to enforce, including by joining the Partnership for Peace’. The document was initially proposed by the Romanian Parliamentary delegation for the NATO Parliamentary assembly. 
The declaration can also be accessed in English at:

 http://www.nato-pa.int/Default.asp?CAT2=0&CAT1=0&CAT0=0&SHORTCUT=1855
Source – Info-Prim-Neo 

May 25, 2009 - EU-Moldova agreement to be conditioned on lifting visas for Romanians
The new agreement to be signed by the EU with Moldova will be categorically conditioned on the cancellation of the visa regime Moldova imposed on Romanian citizens, stated Romania's Foreign Minister Cristian Diaconescu on a video chat on Realitatea TV. According to him, impelling visas on Romanians is ‘an inadmissible gesture’ without legal reasons. Referring to Voronin's statement, that ‘Traian Basescu, Romania's president is an individual out of the EU's control,’ Diaconescu commented that the EU is no boss to Romania. Romania is a full-right member, willing to participate in the decision-making process within the Union. ‘The EU is not an institution under the tutelage of which Romania is, but an institution patronizing the Eastern Partnership, which means large amounts of money to be put at the disposal of six countries to the east of the Union. I also want to convey it to Mr. Voronin that the EU's funds to support democracy come from the Romanian tax-payers, too,’ Diaconescu stated. Cristian Diaconescu has reiterated that Romania had not got involved in the events after the 5 April elections in Chisinau. That is why it does not have to assume any responsibility in this regard: ‘Before making statements, Voronin should better give answers about the arrested journalists, about those three young men having died in the police's custody.’ Speaking about Moldovans' regaining the Romanian citizenship, Cristian Diaconescu agreed the procedures of granting it were difficult, but reminded that the Romanian authorities had been waiting for a year for the Moldovan authorities to allow them open two more consulates in Moldova. He specified ‘the Moldovan citizens regain their Romanian citizenship, they do not acquire it now.’ 
Source – Info-Prim-Neo 

May 23, 2009 -  Ukrainian ambassador: border checking to be coordinated with Moldovan side
The selective checking instructions at the border with Ukraine will be coordinated with the Moldovan side to find a way acceptable for both sides, Ukraine's ambassador to Moldova, Serhey Pirozhkov, stated as he referred to the recent modifications operated by Kiev, according to which, the foreigners entering Ukraine should have enough money for their stay in that country. ‘This modification is not in force yet, because the modality of verifying the people traveling to Ukraine shall be drafted by the Ukrainian Border Guards Service. It is not known when this will happen. They promise everything will be ready within a month. That draft document does not contain such a figure as 50 euros for a day of stay in Ukraine,’ the ambassador explained at a recent sitting of the UN Press Club. According to Serhey Pirozhkov, the reason for drafting those modifications is that many Moldovans go to Ukraine as illegal migrants, which do not have enough money to live on and create problems for the Ukrainian authorities. ‘From the data we have we can assert that as many as 2 thousand Moldovans entered Ukraine illegally in the first quarter of the year, among them being people without documents, smugglers of weapons and drugs,’ Pirozhkov said. 

Source – Info-Prim-Neo
NEWS FROM BELARUS

Workshop on migration and refugees issues took place in Brest  

On May 19, 2009UNHCR Representation in the Republic of Belarus together with state authorities of Brest city and Brest region carried out familiarization workshop for local state executive and self–government authorities. This event is a part of activities performed within the framework of joint EU–UNHCR project “Strengthening the Protection Capacity in the Republic of Belarus– phase II”.

More than 3,000 foreign citizens apply for refugee status in Belarus


Since 1997 some 3,240 foreign citizens have applied to migration agencies of Belarus for the refugee status, Sergei Kasinsky, deputy chief of the refugee office of the citizenship and migration department of the Interior Ministry of Belarus, said during a seminar for migration in the Republic of Belarus in Brest. 

Belarus takes the lead in combating trafficking in persons in the world, said UN Human Right Council's Special Rapporteur
Belarus not only treats the problem as a real threat, but also takes specific steps to oppose it. In the opinion of Ms. Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, Belarus has put in place a unique practice of compensation payments to trafficking victims. Also there is a unique training center in the country.
Belarus to ratify the CIS convention on legal status of labour migrants


The Belarusian parliament intends to ratify the CIS convention on legal status of labour migrants. The document has been sent to the House of Representatives of the National Assembly.
Belarus making strides in combating human trafficking, UN expert finds


26 May 2009 – The United Nations independent expert on human trafficking today commended Belarus – which is creeping towards becoming a source, transit and destination country for victims – for its efforts to combat the scourge.
The citizen of Israel who is suspected of pedophilia will be kept in detention pending his trial


Formal charges are expected to be brought against him and another suspect, a citizen of Belarus, within the next four or five days, Mr. Kupchyn said. The 47-year-old Israeli and the 26-year-old Belarusian were arrested in Homyel on May 19 on suspicion of sexually abusing minors, including boys.
CIS to review migration policy


On May 28 Minsk will host a session of the CIS council of permanent plenipotentiary representatives. The key issue on the agenda will be the analysis of the measures taken in the CIS to address migration problems.  
Ambassador Eriksson: Sweden will pay much attention to relations with Belarus during its EU presidency


Sweden will pay much attention to the relations with Belarus during its EU presidency, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Sweden in Belarus Stefan Eriksson told.
Anatoly Kuleshov appointed Belarus' Interior Minister
President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko has appointed Major General Anatoly Kuleshov, former First Deputy Interior Minister – head of criminal police, Interior Minister of Belarus.
Belarus making strides in combating human trafficking, UN expert finds

26 May 2009 – The United Nations independent expert on human trafficking today commended Belarus – which is creeping towards becoming a source, transit and destination country for victims – for its efforts to combat the scourge. 
“I am very impressed by the political commitment demonstrated at the highest level to combat all forms of trafficking in Belarus,” Joy Ngozi, the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, said as she wrapped up a week-long visit to the country on 24 May. 

“Trafficking in persons is a huge global problem that has turned into one of the fastest-growing criminal activities in the world today, affecting virtually every country either as source, transit and/or destination country for women, children and men trafficked for the purposes of sexual labour or labour exploitation,” she stated. 
During the visit, which was carried out at the invitation of the Government, Ms. Ngozi met with senior officials and representatives of state institutions and non-governmental organizations working to combat trafficking. She also visited a shelter run by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the Territorial Center in the capital, Minsk, which provides a range of social assistance. 
Belarus has ratified the Protocol on Trafficking in Persons to the 2000 UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Protocol), under which States are required to take action to ensure the protection of trafficking victims, prevent trafficking and bring traffickers to justice. 
The country “is on the verge of occupying the unenviable status of being a source, transit and destination country, which undoubtedly is a growing concern to the Government and hence the good leadership it has shown in this field,” the Rapporteur said. 
Belarus has introduced legislation and amended its criminal code to effectively combat the scourge, while an action plan has been developed and is being implemented, she added. 
A high number of cases, also resulting in a high number of convictions, are being prosecuted. “The evidence of this huge success in prosecution indicates that the trafficking problem is not only real and serious in Belarus, but also that measures are being undertaken to deal with the menace,” Ms. Ngozi noted. 
She pointed out some areas in which the country could improve on this issue, such as boosting assistance to victims, ensuring that victims are not stigmatized, and addressing domestic violence which can perpetuate gender inequalities that can increase people’s vulnerability to trafficking. 
The Rapporteur, who was appointed to her position last June, reports to the Geneva-based UN Human Rights Council in an independent and unpaid capacity
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