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NEWS DIGEST FROM MOLDOVA, UKRAINE AND BELARUS 
March 13 - 27, 2009

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA

March 16, 2009 – Remittances from abroad down by 27% last January
Moldovans who work abroad transferred about 65 million dollars to Moldova via commercial banks last January. This sum is smaller by 27% against the same period of 2008, when remittances stood at 89 million dollars, according to data put out by National Bank of Moldova (BNM). Remittances amounted to 143 million dollars in December 2008 alone. BNM's data also show that about 78% of all the money was sent via quick-transfer systems, among which Western Union, Migom, Strada Italia, Posta Rapida (Express Post), etc. Forecasts made by the Economics and Trade Ministry show that, in 2009, remittances from abroad will be maintained at the same level or will drop because of the crisis. In 2008, money transfers from abroad reached a record high, 1.66 billion dollars. In 2007, Moldovans sent home about 1.2 billion dollars, and in 2006 - 855 million dollars.

Source: Moldpres

March 17, 2009 – Passenger port starts working in southern Moldova
The first passenger port from Moldova, located at the international free port compound Giurgiulesti, was inaugurated on 17 March. The port has a capacity of about 300 people per day. Financial resources of 100 million lei (over seven million Euros) were earmarked from the state budget to construct the port. A weekly sea route, Giurgiulesti-Istanbul-Giurgiulesti, by a passenger ship, Printesa Elena (Princess Helen), was opened on 17 March as well. The ship's embarkation capacity is 145 people. (…)
Source: Moldpres

March 20, 2009 – UN Rapporteurs on torture, inhuman or degrading treatment in Moldova
Manfred Nowak, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, presented his final report to the United Nations Human Rights Council wherein he noted the commitment of the Government of Moldova to uphold and promote human rights and, hence, progress made since independence in 1991. A release by the UN reads that Manfred Nowak welcomed initiatives under way to prevent torture, in particular the creation of a national preventive mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The report is based on a joint visit by the Special Rapporteur on torture and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Yakin Erturk, to the Republic of Moldova, including the Transnistrian region, in July 2008. The Special Rapporteur concluded that ill-treatment during the initial period of police custody is widespread. He also discovered serious allegations of torture in some police stations. A number of cases of ill-treatment were reported to the Special Rapporteur in institutions under the Ministry of Justice, mainly in terms of inter-prisoner violence. While recently some torture cases have reached the courts, the Special Rapporteur found that, overall, most mechanisms for complaints are ineffective. Further, the Special Rapporteur found that conditions in police cells do not conform to international standards and are not suited to holding people for long periods. Detention in such conditions for up to several months, as practiced in the Republic of Moldova, amounts to inhuman treatment.(…)
Source: Info-Prim Neo

March 20, 2009 – EU approves Eastern Partnership Program
On Friday the European Union approved the Eastern Partnership Program, aimed at establishing a new level in relations between the European Community, on the one hand, and Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, on the other hand. In this way the EU member states took a decision on the strengthening of strategic partnership with six FSU countries of Eastern Europe. As the final document of the European forum remarks, the European role consists in the stability strengthening, efficient management and economic development of the countries in the Eastern part of the European Union, as these countries has a strategic importance for the EU. (…)
Source: Infotag

March 23, 2009 – CEC holds campaign to inform population about voting procedure
The Central Election Commission (CEC) Monday presented a new web page, www.voteaza.md, for the civic education of society. The webpage was launched during an ample campaign of informing the population about the voting procedure in Moldova. CEC deputy head Renata Lapti has said that the goal of this programme, set in premiere following an initiative by the Central Election Commission, with the title, Your Vote Matters! Do Not Hesitate, Vote!, is to provide the Moldovan population, including the one from abroad, with the entire spectrum of information about the polls from 5 April. The webpage includes explanations as regards the electoral legislation, location and all the information about the polling stations, the necessary documents for voting, etc. (…)
Source: Moldpres

March 25, 2009 - Police smashes illegal migration ring
The Centre for Combating Human Trafficking (CCTP) of the Moldovan Interior Ministry (MAI) in collaboration with the Interpol National Bureau and the Spanish and Ukrainian Border Guard Services have managed to bust a criminal ring dealing with illegal migration in the Schengen zone. According to the MAI's press service, due to an efficient collaboration between the Moldovan police and the power wielding bodies from Morocco, it was possible to apprehend two groups composed of five and seven people at the Casablanca Airport.  They were holding counterfeited Moroccan visas. During the investigations, it was established that three members of the group were Moldovans residing in Chisinau - Eduard Pinzari, Ludmila Busuleac and Constantin Bahau. They were using the Ukraine-Turkey-Morocco route to ensure the conveyance of Moldovan citizens to Casablanca, where they were given false Romanian passports and helped them reach Spain, Italy and France. For their services the organizers received 3,500-4,200 Euros from each "tourist". (…)
Source: Moldpres
NEWS FROM UKRAINE

March 10, 2009 --  Somali refugees residing in Vinnitsa, Ukraine, accuse policemen of assault
Vinnitsa human rights group requested Prosecutor’s Office to verify the information on assault of citizens of Somalia in Vinnitsa. Vinnitsa human rights group promulgated video-interviews with three refugees from Somalia who were beaten by the officers of Ministry of Interior in Vinnitsa region. The group is ready to provide plenty of facts and proofs of criminal acts committed by police officers. The human rights activists demanded Nina Karpacheva to investigate the case of violation of human rights. In addition they called international organizations including UNHCR for meeting representatives of Somali community residing in Vinnitsa as soon as possible.

Source:http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/events/767882/print
summary and translation by UNHCR 

March 17, 2009 -- Poland withdraws welcome mat for Ukrainian workers
WARSAW, March 16 (Reuters) - Trade unions in Poland are calling for restrictions on some foreign workers, partly to make room for thousands of Polish workers expected to lose their jobs in other parts of the crisis-hit European Union. Tens of thousands of workers from nearby ex-Soviet republics such as Ukraine flocked to Poland during the boom years which are now ending as world economic crisis takes hold. Demand was particularly strong after Poland joined the EU in 2004, triggering an exodus of at least one million Poles to western Europe, mostly Britain and Ireland, in search of better-paid jobs there. "The Polish government should consider limiting the inflow of foreigners because there cannot be wage and employment 'dumping'," said Jan Guz, head of the OPPZ union which has more than 1 million members.  Source: http://www.kyivpost.com/nation/37573
March 19, 2009 -- Parliament of Ukraine approved the Law “On amending Administrative Code regarding responsibility for violations of rules of stay in Ukraine”                                                                                                                   The fines for violations have been increased. For violations of the order of employment, of accepting into educational establishments, registration, providing residence permit to  foreigners or stateless persons etc one has to pay 1700-3400 UAH. For violations of the order of providing foreigners and stateless persons with means of transport or rendering other services one has to pay 1020-2040 UAH.                                                                        Source: http://www.helsinki.org.ua/index.php?id=1237470576                                     summary and translation by UNHCR 
March 19, 2009 --  Ministry of Interior of Ukraine held a week against racism 

The Ministry of Interior of Ukraine joined the European-wide action week against racism aimed at supporting migrants and refugees. The MoI representative Katerina Levtchenko said that the problem of racism and xenophobia is very vital for Ukraine. However the head of the Ukrainian Helsinski Union Volodymyr Yavorskiy pointed out the formal nature of the MoI efforts saying that sometimes the Minister of Interior himself makes intolerant statements. Among the events planned by the MoI there was a lecture on xenophobia and racism conducted by IOM, UNHCR and East-European institute for development.                                                                          Source: http://www.helsinki.org.ua/index.php?id=1237458062                                                 summary and translation by UNHCR
March 19, 2009 -- Ukrainian TV-channels agreed not to propagandize violence and racism 

The relevant charter was signed by vice prime-minister Ivan Vasunik, head of the committee on ethics Vasiliy Kostitskiy, first deputy of the head of national council on TV and radio broadcasting Ihor Kurus and heads of TV-channels, namely 5 channel, ICTV, New Channel, TRK Ukraine, TET, 1+1 and Era. The “Inter” TV-channel did not join the Charter as they insisted on holding relevant discussions previously.

According to the Charter the media assumed the obligation not to propagandize war, fascism and neofascism, violence, humiliation and not to popularize xenophobia, Ukraine-phobia, antisemitism, racism, pornography and not to fuel inter-regional and interethnic conflicts.                               

Source: http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/events/777476   
summary and translation by UNHCR 

March 20, 2009 --- Migration services cooperation between Ukraine and the Russian Federation
A delegation of Ukraine’s MIA, headed by Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs Vasyl Marmazov, paid an official visit to the Russian Federation to deepen cooperation between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine and the Russian Federation’s Federal Migration Service. In the course of the meeting, the parties discussed issues related to problems and prospects of further enhancement of cooperation between the two agencies, first of all in the fight against illegal migration, as well as concerning exchange of working experience. They considered, in particular, continuing the practice of carrying out, within established terms, coordinated activities to prevent and detect offenses in this field, including in border regions. (…)        Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23590.html
NEWS FROM BELARUS

March 11, 2009 -- Main priorities of foreign policy of the Republic of Belarus
Belarus is interested in becoming a full participant of the Eastern Partnership programme, Valery Ivanov, head of the Belarusian delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, said during the seminar “Improving the conditions for foreign investments” in Minsk on March 11.

Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23257.html
March 12, 2009 -- Eastern Europe: Human trafficking “set to rise”

Government officials and international organizations in Eastern Europe are warning of a dramatic increase in human trafficking as the recession begins to bite. The number of victims of trafficking in Belarus is showing a steep rise already, according to data gathered by the Red Cross Red Crescent, International Organization for Migration (IOM) and local authorities. 

March 17, 2009 -- Belarus, Armenia to discuss cooperation in international and regional security 

Belarus and Armenia will discuss the development of the bilateral cooperation in international and regional security. During the talks, the sides will discuss the cooperation of the law-enforcement bodies in fight against modern security challenges, international terrorism, organized crime, drug trafficking, illegal migration and human trafficking. 

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/print?id=345053
March 17, 2009 -- IOM interested in expanding rehabilitation centres for human trafficking victims in Belarus 
The International Organization for Migration is interested in expanding rehabilitation centres for human trafficking victims in Belarus run by public organizations, Deputy Prosecutor General of Belarus Alexander Lashin told reporters commenting on the meeting with Oversight Officer at IOM Shabnam Mossaheb and Head of the IOM Mission in Belarus Dejan Keserovic in Minsk on March 17.
Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/society?id=345269
March 18, 2009 -- Law-enforcement agencies of Belarus and Lithuania to cooperate in counteracting organized crime  

A session of the chiefs of the criminal police of Belarus and Lithuania will take place in Nesvizh on March 19. The session will discuss the prospects of cooperation in countering illicit drugs, trafficking in people, criminal car business, financial and computer crime.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/print?id=345821
March 18, 2009 -- No visas will be required for people of Montenegro and Belarus for mutual travel until October 1, 2009


The Foreign Ministry of Montenegro informed Belarus about their intention to introduce visa regime from March 25 for several countries including Belarus. In response the Belarusian Foreign Ministry sent proposals to the Montenegrin side to preserve the existing travel regime.

Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/politics.asp?id=9987
March 20, 2009 -- The Prosecutor General’s Office and the interior ministry are studying a proposal for introducing penalties under the Administrative Offenses Code for prostitutes’ clients
The ministry also “has been proposed” to look at the possibility of blocking access to Web sites that run ads for prostitution services, Mr. Radzivonaw said. It is studying the legality of the access restriction, related technical matters and ways of identifying the owners of such Web sites.

Source: http://naviny.by/rubrics/inter/2009/03/10/ic_news_259_307684/
March 20, 2009 -- CSTO, IOM to step up joint efforts to fight illegal migration
The CSTO and IOM will develop cooperation in fighting illegal migration. According to the participants of the meeting, the two organizations have developed successful and fruitful cooperation based on the July 2006 agreement. This cooperation will gain momentum in the future as the illegal migration remains a topical issue, Nikolai Bordiuzha and William Lacy Swing believe.
Source: http://www.belta.by/en/print?id=346773

Please note that IOM bears no responsibility for the accuracy and content of the press summary, which is based on external news services and does not necessarily reflect the views of IOM.
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