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NEWS DIGEST FROM MOLDOVA, BELARUS, AND UKRAINE 
April 10 – 24, 2009

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA 
April 10, 2009 -- International cooperation in the field of border management of the Republic of Moldova
In the premises of the Border Guard Service took place the bilateral consultations between the border guards’ representatives and international experts in the framework of Partnership for Planning and Review Process (PARP). Also, international expert’s team had the opportunity to get acquainted with the activity of a few subdivisions of the Headquarters of Border Guard Service and during the working session in generally they were familiarized with the activity of this institution, in particular the achieved results, prospective and development objectives.  In conclusion of the working meeting it was assessed the present state related to the PARP, as well as the implementation level of the partnership objectives.          Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23845.html
April 23, 2009 -- Moldova-Turkey cooperation 

On 23 April 2009 Moldovan-Turkish political consultations took place at the MFAEI, conducted by delegations headed by Mr. Valeriu Ostalep, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova and Mr. Ünal Çeviköz, Deputy State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey. The agenda of the meeting included a wide spectrum of issues of bilateral interest, including the multi-dimensional Moldovan-Turkish dialog and particularly the economical aspects of the cooperation of the two states with the European institutions, the regional cooperation and the international security issues. Referring to the European aspirations the Moldovan representative informed about the foremost objectives as the launch of negotiations for the signing of a new Association Agreement with the EU, the Free Trade Agreement and the liberalized visa regime.                        Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24028.html
April 24, 2009-- The Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Hammarberg will assess post-electoral human-rights situation in Moldova

The Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg, will carry out a visit to Moldova from 25 to 28 April to assess the human rights situation following the recent post-electoral events.  “I want to obtain a first-hand, complete picture of the recent events and their implications for human rights” he said. “It is essential to establish an accurate description of what actually happened and take all necessary measures to protect human rights.” During the visit, the Commissioner intends to meet with the highest authorities and government representatives, the Ombudsman, as well as representatives of international organisations and civil society.  Accompanied by a member of his office and a forensic medicine expert, Commissioner Hammarberg will also visit places of deprivation of liberty, including prisons and police establishments. 

Provided by UNHCR

NEWS FROM BELARUS
April 9, 2009 -- 9 Belarusian cities to be included in Lithuanian border zone

ERB has already informed that a zone of simplified border control will be created for Belarusian and Lithuanian citizens. It will stretch 50 kilometers away from each side of the state border. Inhabitants of the border zone will be able to visit the neighbouring country without visas – they will be given special certificates.

Source: http://belradio.fm/en/814/news/31026/?ILStart=10

April 13, 2009 -- Belarus together with a number of other countries initiated second theme debate at UN General Assembly about human trafficking prevention
Belarus together with Bahrain, Egypt, Nicaragua and the Philippines initiated the second theme debate at the UN General Assembly about human trafficking prevention. The main issue to be discussed during the debate is the proposal of Belarus seconded by a number of countries from all regions of the world to adopt a United Nations Global Plan to Fight Human Trafficking.

Source: http://soyuz.by/en/?guid=59453
April 16, 2009 -- Alexei Begun appointed Head of Citizenship and Migration Department of Belarus Interior Ministry
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko gave his approval for the appointment of Alexei Begun as Head of the Citizenship and Migration Department of the Belarus Interior Ministry.

Source: http://news.belta.by/en/news/president?id=359115
April 20, 2009 -- Round table on Schengen visa liberalisation Policy towards Belarus and Belarus-EU Cooperation in Tourism Takes Place in Brussels
On April 16, a round table ‘Schengen visa liberalisation policy towards Belarus and Belarus-EU cooperation in the field of tourism’ took place in the European Parliament. The event was organised by the vice-chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus, Latvian MEP Aldis Kuskis (EPP-ED group), in cooperation with the Office for a Democratic Belarus (Brussels).
Source: http://democraticbelarus.eu/node/6499
April 21, 2009 -- EC launches website and forum for integration of non-EU nationals living in the EU
The Commission launched two new tools for integration of third country nationals living in the European Union: the European Integration Forum, where EU institutions, stakeholders and civil society organisations will exchange views and act together on integration issues; and the European Web Site on Integration, which will soon become 'Integration at your fingertips' – providing high-quality content from across Europe and building an online community of integration practitioners.
Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23996.html?template=print
NEWS FROM UKRAINE
April 13, 2009 -- Czech Embassy closed its visa section in Lviv
Consulate General of Czech Republic in Lviv closed its visa section. Consul informed that visa section has been closed due to the decision of the Czech Government to cease issuing visas to Ukrainian citizens. He also noted that visa section might be reopened once the Government cancels its resolution on ceasing of visa issuance. General Consulate in Lviv is covering 4 regions of Western Ukraine: Lviv, Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk and Zakarpattia.

Source: http://www.migrantinfo.org.ua/index.php?tbl=news&recid=145&menu=show&lng=eng

April 17, 2009 -- Ukrainian border guard receive an update of risk analysis software

EUBAM handed over to the Ukrainian border guard service the most recent update of the I2 software, which is currently in use with the criminal intelligence analysts of the service. This software is used extensively by law enforcement agencies across the European Union and the rest of the world. It is a key analytical tool that helps to sort the vast quantities of data handled by analysts and then presents it in a clear and easily understandable visual format. This helps analysts to quickly identify critical links and associations that assist in the understanding of crime patterns from the mass of data they handle. This in turns assists in the process of strategic and tactical decision making by the Ukrainian border guard service. The update of the I2 software is a part of a broader EUBAM’s assistance to improving the risk analysis capacity of the border guard service. In March 2008 EUBAM, provided a comprehensive package of risk analysis software and conducted a training event on its application.
Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23971.html

April 23, 2009 -- Security Service of Ukraine will control investigations of racially motivated crimes 
Security Service of Ukraine and foreign students from Africa and Asia and representatives of other communities of foreigners shall establish an independent commission on controlling law enforcement bodies’ investigations of racially motivated crimes. According to V.Nalivaychenko, the head of Security Service of Ukraine, an independent non-governmental commission will be created in Ukraine. The commission will control reaction of law enforcement organs to any manifestations of xenophobia. It will include nongovernmental organizations, as well as V.Naluvaychenko and Y.Lutcenko, the Minister of Interior, and their deputies. In addition as of the next week Security Service of Ukraine will inform society on combating racially crimes. 

Source: http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/events/814463 Translation and summary provided by UNHCR

April 23, 2009 – EUBAM donates fuel to maintain sufficient patrolling on the Ukrainian- Moldovan border
EUBAM purchased and handed over to the Moldovan and Ukrainian border guard and customs services and the Moldovan Ministry of Interior 814,000 litres of fuel amounting to more than EUR 400,000. The purpose of the donation is to maintain sufficient patrolling along the Moldovan-Ukrainian state border and inland areas, to implement joint border control operations, and to ensure patrols of mobile customs units. Both countries are affected by the global economic crisis and consequent budgetary restrictions. The EUBAM fuel donation will contribute to the effort of the Governments of Moldova and Ukraine in ensuring sufficient operational activity of their law enforcement agencies.                                                    Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24021.html

Please note that IOM bears no responsibility for the accuracy and content of the press summary, which is based on external news services and does not necessarily reflect the views of IOM.
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