[image: image2.png]N )
)





IOM International Organization for Migration

МОМ Міжнародна організація з міграції                      
5
[image: image1.png]N )
)





IOM International Organization for Migration

МОМ Міжнародна організація з міграції


NEWS DIGEST FROM MOLDOVA, BELARUS, AND UKRAINE 
March 27 – April 10, 2009

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA

Mar 27, 2009 - Over 63,000 ballots to be printed and distributed to polling places abroad 

More than 63,000 ballot papers will be printed and distributed to Moldova’s diplomatic missions abroad that will set up polling places. One third of the ballots will be in Russian. A sum of about 5,000-6,000 Euros will be allocated for printing and distributing the ballots abroad. The secretary of the Central Election Commission (CEC), Iurie Ciocan, said Friday that the number of ballot papers for the overseas polling places was fixed on the basis of the lists of voters drawn up by Moldova’s embassies and consulates. The Election Code says that this number can be increased by 5%. CEC member Nicolae Garbu said that the number of ballots allocated for the purpose is too high and this could be a move aimed at falsifying the number of votes cast abroad. (…)
Source – Info-Prim-Neo
Apr 1, 2009 - Czech Republic ceases issuing work visas to some foreigners
The Czech Republic has suspended the issuance of work visas to some Eastern Europeans and Asians in response to the economic downturn that has struck the country's export-driven economy, officials said. As of Wednesday, the Czech embassies in Moldova, Mongolia, Thailand, Ukraine and Vietnam are suspending accepting work-visa applications and scheduling work-visa interviews, the Czech Foreign Ministry said in a statement.
The measure is to last for "at least the coming weeks," according to the ministry. 

The Czech economy was largely bypassed by the global financial meltdown but the economy, dependent on exports to Western Europe, is hurting following a drop in demand. Foreign workers have been among the first sacked amid the slump.

Source – http://en.interlic.md/2009-04-01/czech-republic-ceases-issuing-work-visas-to-some-foreigners-9350.html
Apr 2, 2009 -   PL youth offered ministers presents for their work in the Government

The young wing of the Liberal Party (PL) staged a ceremony to bid farewell to the present governors in front of the Government. The young persons offered the ministers by a present for their work in the Government and promised them they would not have to return to their posts after elections. The Liberals presented the Communist ministers with hoes, tickets for the Chisinau-Tiraspol route, raffia bags and Guinness Book diplomas. According to Ion Bargan, PL vice president, the ceremony was the last event held by the young members of the Liberal Party during a Communist Government. “Our ceremony was the swan song for the Communist Government. We say them goodbye and send them to districts to see how the ordinary people live there,” Bargan said. “We wanted to show the real face of the inefficient Communist Government that did nothing for the people that go abroad to work during all these years,” said Marcela Mihailita, president of PL youth organization in Truseni, who played the role of Prime Minister Zinaida Grecianii. In the end, the presents brought by the young Liberals were handed over to the police officer on duty, who promised he would pass them on to the ministers. 

Source – Info-Prim-Neo
Apr 6, 2009 – Moldovan Communist Party wins Parliamentary Elections convincingly

The Moldovan Communist Party (MCP) has confidently won the April 5 parliamentary elections, the Central Election Commission has announced.       Upon processing of 94% of all ballots, the MCP appears to have won the sympathies of nearly each second person who came to the polls – namely 49.91%. Next, though quite far behind, are the Liberal Party with 12,91% ballots, the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova with 12.23%, and the Moldova Noastra Alliance with 9.88%.      All the rest political parties and independent candidates have failed to overcome electoral barriers.   The Central Election Commission (CEC) has reported voter turnout was 59.52%, i.e. 1,543,966 persons, of whom 14,838 people voted at polling stations opened in foreign countries.   The CEC is planning to complete ballot-paper processing by about lunchtime today. However, these will be preliminary data yet. And final results will be announced only upon their official approval, which is expected to happen on about Wednesday.    Shortly after all polling stations were closed at 9pm Sunday, the results of an exit poll were announced in Chisinau. According to them, the Communist Party received 44.7%, the Liberal Party 14.45%, the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova 14%, and the Moldova Noastra Alliance 9.9%. 

Source – Infotag - http://www.infotag.md/news-en/578418
Apr 7, 2009 - About 10,000 young people challenge election outcome in Chisinau

Roughly 10,000 young persons protested in the Great National Assembly Square in Chisinau on Monday evening, disputing the results of the legislative elections won by the Communist Party the third consecutive time. The protest lasted for about four hours. It started in the square near the monument to Stephan the Great, where several hundred young people gathered initially. They lit by a candle and declared 6 April ‘a day of national mourning’. Later, they marched until the Presidential Office, blocking the traffic on Stephan the Great Blvd. They chanted ‘Down with the Communists’, ‘Freedom’, Rigged Elections’, ‘I Fight, I Resist, I’m Anti-Communist’, ‘Down with the Dictatorship’, etc. After approximately half an hour, the already about 5,000 people headed to the Great National Assembly Square. Meanwhile, Stephan the Great Blvd. remained closed for traffic. The protesters also demanded that the 5 April elections are rerun. (….)
Source – Info-Prim-Neo - http://www.azi.md/en/story/2113
Apr 7, 2009 - Protests in Chisinau turn violent
Over 10,000 people, most of them young men and women, protested in Chisinau on Tuesday against the April 5 parliamentary election results. With more than 98 percent of ballots counted, the Party of Communists has won almost 50 percent of the vote. The protests began at around 10 a.m. in the Great National Assembly Square, a downtown area located right next to the Government building. Shortly afterwards, protesters carrying Moldovan, Romanian, and European Union flags headed right down the street to the Presidency and Parliament buildings, where they started to chant anti-communist slogans like „Freedom!” „Down with the Communists!” and „Get out of the country!” They also asked for a recount of the election returns. At around 12.30 p.m., protesters tried to storm the Parliament and Presidential buildings. Police resisted, but the crowd began throwing rocks it had removed from pavement in the vicinity. As a result of the clashes, windows on the first floors in both buildings were broken. Tens of protesters managed to enter Presidency and Parliament offices, removed furniture, computers, copy machines, and other pieces of equipment, and destroyed and burned them. (…)
Source – Imedia news analysis

NEWS FROM BELARUS

March 24, 2009 -- Head of OSCE Office in Minsk praises Belarus’ efforts to maintain cross-border security


Head of the OSCE Office in Minsk Hans Jochen Schmidt praises the cooperation of Belarus with international organizations to maintain cross-border security. He made this statement following a session of the task group of the international conference on border issues.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/print?id=347949

March 24, 2009 -- Closer cooperation of border protectors may help resolve challenges of illegal migration


The main recommendation of the Working Group meeting of the International Border Police Conference is to add more practical applications to cooperation. 12 countries and 5 international organizations have gathered in Minsk.

Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/print.asp?id=10143

March 30, 2009 -- IOM, Interior Ministry to discuss introduction of biometric technologies in Belarus
Results of the international technical aid project “Strengthening migration management in the Republic of Belarus (MIGRABEL)” will be summed up at an international conference in Minsk on March 31 – April 1. Participants of the forum will get familiar with international standards and the international experience of introducing biometric technologies in passports and other personal identification documents as well as certain aspects of managing the system used to issue passports, other travel documents, and protect personal data using biometric identifiers.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/society?id=350299

March 31, 2009 -- First biometrical passports to appear in Belarus in two-two and a half year's time


The draft of the new document was presented at the international conference today. There have gathered the representatives of Belarusian Ministry for Internal Affairs and several international organizations.

Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/society.asp?id=10321

March 31, 2009 -- 10 finger prints in Belarus passport
Belarus is prepared to introduce biometric passports, Belarus' first deputy interior minister Anatol Kulyashou said at an international conference in Minsk.
Source: http://belradio.fm/en/805/news/30572/

March 31, 2009 -- Plea for reforms after migrant tragedy
UN aid agencies are suggesting wealthy industrialised nations should perhaps rethink their policies on immigration and asylum in the wake of the latest tragedy in the Mediterranean.

Reacting to the news that at least 200 migrants were feared dead off the coast of Libya, after the smugglers' boat which was supposed to take them to Italy capsized, the head of the UN refugee agency, Antonio Guterres, said the barriers to legal migration had become too high. 
Source: http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7975607.stm?ad=1
April 3, 2009 -- Latvia to simplify visa regime for the Belarusians


According to the head of the Latvian diplomatic mission to Belarus Maira Mora, this measure will foster Belarus' relations with Latvia and European Union. Latvia welcomes Belarus' participation in Eastern Partnership, because it will help our country to implement long-term international projects including the transit of Ukrainian power to Latvia.
Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/politics.asp?id=10386

April 1, 2009 -- Visas for people living in Belarus-Lithuania border-zone may be abolished in May


The citizens of the Belarusian-Lithuanian border-zone may soon travel visa-free. The relevant document is to come into force as soon as on May 1, 2009. It will allow the citizens of the two countries to stay in the border-zone up to 90 days provided they have a permanent residence card.
Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/society?id=351753
NEWS FROM UKRAINE

April 1, 2009 -- Foreign students often use studying in Ukraine as a means to go to Europe
According to the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine foreign students use studying in Ukraine as a means to reach Europe. A working group has checked 14 educational establishments in Lviv, Chernihiv and Zakerpatska regions and concluded that the number of students studying therein is much lower that the number of the people who entered Ukraine to study in these establishments. About half of such students comes from Iran, Pakistan, Egypt or Nigeria.

http://korrespondent.net/ukraine/events/790698 (translation and summary by UNHCR)
April 1, 2009- Border Guards from Ukraine and Moldova to Sign Cooperation Plan
The heads of border guard services of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine have signed a Cooperation Plan for 2009. Within the working meeting, the venue in Edinets city, the General Director of the Border Guard Service Igor Colenov have met with his colleague – the Chairman of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine Nikolai Litvin. During the meeting it took place information exchange on border guard issues, it was discussed the present situation on Moldavian-Ukrainian state border sector, current issues, as well as the perspectives of cooperation development between the border guard services of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.

Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23769.html
Governmental Committee on humanitarian and social policy of Ukraine considered the issue of interaction between the State Committee on nationalities and religions and regional institutions on nationalities and religions

Members of the Governmental Committee considered the draft resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on amending the resolution №17 of 12 March 2008 providing regulations for both the Department on nationalities and religions of regional and the Department on nationalities and religions of Sevastopol municipal state administration. The amendments provide for extending the power of the above-mentioned regulations on the Department on nationalities and religions of the Kyiv municipal administration which is now regulated by separate regulations. The initiative will considered by the Cabinet of Ministers. 

http://scnm.gov.ua/control/uk/publish/article;jsessionid=F9F113CEA89B66B5D4ABE6CF5A19EDAE?art_id=131922  
April 3, 2009 -- Belarus and Ukraine to sign new visa-free agreement President of Belarus 
Alexander Lukashenko approved as a basis for holding negotiations a draft visa-free travels agreement between the Government of the Republic of Belarus and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. The President signed the relevant decree on April 2, BelTA learnt from the presidential press service. Prime Minister of Belarus Sergei Sidorsky was authorized to hold the negotiations and sign the agreement.  At present, the mutual travels of Belarusian and Ukrainian citizens are regulated by the bilateral agreement signed on December 17, 1992. Unlike the current agreement, the draft document defines a list of documents the citizens of Belarus and Ukraine have to present to be able to enter, leave and stay in the other country visa-free. The document spells out the rules regulating the travels of minors and the return of citizens who lost their documents. Under the new agreement, the period of stay in the other country is up to 90 days during 180 days since the first entry. If the citizens of the other country have a migration card, they do not have to get registered in the host country provided their period of stay does not exceed 30 days.
Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page23795.html
April 6, 2009 - Press conference titled 'Ukrainians in Italy start mass protest for protection of their rights'
On April 8, 2009 at 10.30 a press-conference will be held in Unian on "Ukrainians in Italy started a mass protest for protection of their rights". This refers to the protest actions of Ukrainian labour migrants against the attempts of taxation of their income in Ukraine and cutting down of the budgets for Ukrainian diplomatic representations in the most frequent countries of destination of Ukranians. During the press conference there will be announced common declaration and demands of more than 20 Ukrainian civic organizations that represent all the regions of Italy. Source: 
http://www.migrantinfo.org.ua/index.php?tbl=news&recid=141&menu=show&lng=eng
Please note that IOM bears no responsibility for the accuracy and content of the press summary, which is based on external news services and does not necessarily reflect the views of IOM.
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