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NEWS FROM UKRAINE

Ukraine's politicians: Putting the swine in swine flu

In Ukraine, swine flu is causing electoral fever. In a hard-fought presidential campaign, critics of Prime

Minister Yulia Tymoshenko accuse her of stirring up panic to grab the spotlight from rivals by closing all

schools and banning mass gatherings to combat what experts say is a relatively moderate outbreak of the

disease.

The arrival of the virus has set off a cycle of one-upmanship and recrimination among leading politicians

that has spread fear, sidelined minor presidential candidates, and, health officials say, caused wasteful

hoarding by scared citizens of precious medical supplies.

The health ministry has registered around 1.4 million cases of flu and respiratory illness since the start of

the outbreak; the World Health Organization suspects most are swine flu, an infection rate it says is in line

with neighboring countries like Russia and Poland.

But in Ukraine, all schools and universities were closed for three weeks and all mass gatherings,

including campaign rallies heading into the January 17 presidential contest, have been banned.

Vasily Lazorishnets, Ukraine's Deputy Health Minister, said there have been a total of 166 confirmed

cases of swine flu in Ukraine, including 15 deaths, but he stressed that the total number of deaths from

the flu of all types in 2009 has so far been lower than in previous years. Ukraine plans to stockpile

950,000 doses of the anti-viral drug Tamiflu, far more than it has had on hand in previous flu seasons.

Meanwhile pharmacies have sold out of flu medicines and surgical masks across Ukraine.

Source: http://www.kyivpost.com/news/politics/detail/52900/

Why has the global response to swine flu been so politicized?

Look at Ukraine, for example, public awareness went from "zero" this summer to "panic" this autumn.

Late last month, politicians began to speak of mass illness and mass death. The government quarantined

several provinces, shut down parliament, and banned mass gatherings. When the dust began to clear last

week, it appeared that there had been a small outbreak of swine flu, but most of the people who got sick

didn't have the H1N1 virus. So far, swine flu death rates in Ukraine are no higher than those for flu or

pneumonia in other years.

None of which has stopped the flu panic from spreading westward faster than the virus itself—though,

again, all Ukraine's neighbors have behaved differently. Slovakia closed most of its border crossings with

Ukraine. Hungary did not close its borders but launched a mass vaccination campaign. Poland did neither

and has so far bought no vaccine at all on the grounds that swine flu is actually more benign than

ordinary flu and that the vaccine might therefore do more harm than good.

Each one of these countries has produced different medical explanations for its actions, and each

medical explanation is widely perceived to be a cover for political machinations, at least by the relevant

government's opponents. In Ukraine, a second wave of rumors now holds that the flu panic was spread

by one or more presidential candidates (elections are due in January) in order to gain an advantage; the

current president has accused the prime minister, who is seeking the presidency, of spending more on

her election campaign than on flu-response measures. In Hungary, widespread distrust of a very

unpopular government has led to mass refusal to use the expensively purchased vaccine. In Poland,

some accuse the health ministry of plain stinginess.

Source: http://www.slate.com/id/2235772/?from=rss
Time nears for Brussels to give some shape to Ukraine policy

Of all the former Soviet Union countries, none bar Russia matters as much to the European Union (EU)

as Ukraine – and none tries the EU's patience as much.

For one thing, Ukraine is the conduit for 80 per cent of the EU's natural gas imports from Russia. As the

Union learned to its cost in January, when a Moscow-Kiev dispute cut off gas supplies for two weeks,

events in Ukraine can cause havoc in member states that depend entirely on Russian gas. Some experts

fear another gas crisis next January.

But gas is far from the whole story. With 46 m people, a 1,400 km border with four EU nations and

frequent tensions with Russia that have nothing to do with gas, Ukraine is pivotal to the security of the

EU's eastern flank. After Ukraine's 2004 Orange Revolution some EU strategists hoped that the path to

liberal democracy, the rule of law and economic prosperity would become irreversible in Ukraine. But it

has not turned out that way.

The Russian-Georgian war of August 2008 shocked the EU into realizing that the Kremlin was prepared

to use force if necessary to halt the expansion of western influence into former Soviet republics. With its

southern peninsula of Crimea home to a restive ethnic Russian population egged on by Moscow, the

implications for Ukraine's territorial integrity and independence were worrisome indeed.

Ukraine's woes were the subject of a two-day conference staged in Brussels last week by Wilton Park,

the United Kingdom event organizers. Several speakers predicted that the key moment in EU-Ukrainian

relations would be its January 17 presidential election. Anything less than a free and fair election, and a

mature acceptance of the result by winners and losers alike, would be catastrophic for Ukraine's image in

EU eyes.

Ukraine is hoping to complete a so-called EU association agreement and a comprehensive free trade

accord by the end of 2010. It may also be able to secure visa-free travel arrangements with the EU in

advance of the Euro 2012 soccer tournament that Ukraine is to co-host with Poland. If these three

agreements can be concluded over the next 12 months they will do more to "normalize" Ukraine than any

steps since independence in 1991.

But an unsatisfactory election process in January could turn EU governments against Kyiv, weakening

support for the association and free trade accords. Even now, France and Germany are delaying

Ukraine's accession to the EU's energy community treaty, which aims to create an integrated energy

market in Europe and guarantee security of supply.

Moreover, Poland - which used to defend Ukraine inside the EU – is fed up with its poor progress in

preparing for Euro 2012. Slovakia has been irritated with Kyiv ever since its citizens suffered a mid-winter

freeze because of January's gas cut-off. Ukraine has friends in the EU, but the balance is finely

positioned. It will take an effort from Ukraine's political leaders as well as the EU to make sure the scales

do not tip the wrong way.

Source: http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/40fb4d38-cf2a-11de-8a4b-00144feabdc0.html?nclick_check=1

Poland, Lithuania eye military tie-up with Ukraine

Poland and Lithuania want to forge military cooperation with Ukraine to try to bring the former Soviet

republic closer to NATO, Polish officials said. Under the plan, the three countries would form a brigade

that could participate in international peacekeeping operations under the auspices of the United Nations,

the European Union or NATO.

"This reflects our support for Ukraine. We want to tie Ukraine closer to Western structures, including

military ones," Poland's Deputy Defense Minister Stanislaw Komorowski told reporters on 17 November in

Brussels. "This is also proof that Ukraine is taking seriously its desire for closer cooperation with

members of the EU and NATO," he said.
Eventual membership for Ukraine in NATO is a key issue in difficult relations between the Western

military alliance and Russia after NATO's pledge to admit the former Soviet republic, as well as Georgia,

greatly angered Moscow.

The move by Poland and Lithuania, both of which are EU members, comes two days before an EU

summit with Russia aimed at increasing cooperation with Moscow.

It also comes ahead of a visit in December to Moscow by NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh

Rasmussen, who has made boosting ties with Russia a top priority since taking over the NATO helm in

August, 2009.

While the latest move could further anger Russia, a NATO spokesman welcomed the Polish-Lithuanian

plan, saying cooperation could build up trust and capabilities.

Source: http://blog.kievukraine.info/2009/11/poland-lithuania-eye-military-tie-up.html

When the levee breaks

Only 300,000 UAH of the 7.4 million needed to reconstruct the dam at the Dnipro Hydroelectric Station

(Dniprohes) in Zaporizhia were allocated due to the shortage of funds. Seeing as the city authorities are

not counting on an increase in funding, the dam is said closed to traffic March 2010.

Dniprohes was built back in the 1930s. Since then it has been destroyed and rebuilt, repaired and

completed. The impressing construction of hydroelectric power station which also is a kilometre-long

bridge appear, it seemed, will stay for centuries. However, experts have recently shocked the town: the

dam can fail any moment. The situation seems even more disastrous because two other city bridges are

reported totally worn out, so the city of almost a million inhabitants can at any moment now be split into

two disconnected parts – on the left and the right banks of the river.

After the lengthy talks, the Government of Ukraine allocated 7.4 UAH million this summer for cosmetic

repairs of the dam. This should be sufficient to prevent it from collapsing. Dniprohes has received,

however, only 300,000 UAH of the promised sum. A total of 31.3 million UAH is needed for the

reconstruction of the dam with the lion’s share of that amount to be spent for reinforcing the concrete

section of the dam.

Source: http://eng.weekly.ua/pulse/metropolis/2009/11/04/214537.html

Why finding a public restroom in the majority of Ukrainian cities can be such a problem?

Just about every tourist that has visited any Ukrainian city runs into one and the same problem – namely,

finding a public restroom to answer to the call of Mother Nature while on a sightseeing tour. The UEFA

Euro 2012 Football Championships is upon us, meaning the problem of a sufficient number of public WCs

must be resolved.

Kyiv city authorities say the situation with public WCs is not as bad as it appears, as their number is

constantly growing. Perhaps this is true, but finding them in downtown Kyiv is problematic. Indeed, there

are only six signs indicating the location of public toilets, all of them on main street Khreschatyk. Given

this, people that have to pay a visit to a public toilet are forced to wait in long lines. All cities in Ukraine

face a similar problem.

The city administration has no money for the construction of new toilets and the modernization of old

ones. This business does not seem to be attractive to investors as the return on investment in public

restrooms is pretty slow.

Around 400,000 UAH is needed to renovate an old WC in downtown Kyiv. This amount will cover the cost

of repairing utility networks, installation of equipment, outdoor and indoor works, licenses, bribes, etc.

Once open public restrooms will yield revenues of 22,000 UAH a month at a fee of 2 UAH per visitor.

Statistically, human traffic is 30 people per hour.

After deducting expenses 5,000-7,000 of UAH for rent, 6,000 UAH to cover wages of attendants and

cleaners, 1,000 UAH for sanitary and technical service personnel and 2,000 UAH for toilet paper and

soap the net profit is 5,000-8,000 UAH a month. A quick calculation shows that at such a profit the return on investment will be 4-7 years. Given this, it should come as no surprise that entrepreneurs prefer to
make restrooms only a part of their business, for example, by opening them in shopping malls.

Source: http://eng.weekly.ua/pulse/metropolis/2009/11/12/005757.html

Every second dairy product sold in Ukrainian supermarkets is detrimental to a person’s health

In November the European Commission (EC) is expected to pass down a verdict on Ukrainian milk, the

products made of which the EC is not likely to allow to be sold to European consumers due to their high

content of antibiotics and unhealthy chemical admixtures.

As it was learned, EU experts found water, flour, starch, even chalk and washing detergent in Ukrainian

milk. Doctors acknowledge that antibiotics in milk and dairy products are one of the causes of allergies

and dysbacteriosis in children and their resistance to medicines. Such results are testimony to the

inadmissibly low quality of raw materials used to produce milk. As it turned out, the antibiotic

chloramphenicol is widely used to preserve milk from turning sour.

Source: more details find on http://eng.weekly.ua/pulse/theme/2009/11/05/003854.html

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA
New border agreement with Romania allows one third of Moldovans to travel to parts of

neighboring country without a visa

About 1.2 million Moldovans, which makes up for about one third of the population (without counting

Transnistria Region), will be able to travel to certain parts of Romania after Prime Minister of Moldova

Vlad Filat and his Romanian counterpart Emil Boc signed a small-scale border trade and population flow

border agreement on 13 November, 2009.

The agreement will become effective 30 days after the two countries finalize their domestic procedural

requirements for ratification. Mr. Filat expressed his hope that this would happen before the end of 2009.

Source: http://imediaenglish.blogspot.com/2009/11/new-border-agreement-with-romania.html

Presidential election fails, Communists refuse to vote

The presidential election failed to yield a winner on 10 November after Democratic Party head Marian

Lupu, the ruling Alliance for European Integration's candidate, only managed to garner 53 votes, the total

number of seats held by the majority coalition, which is eight short of the 61 he needed to be voted in.

The Party of Communists holds the other 48 seats.

Communist M.P. Maria Postoico said her party refused to vote because Mr. Lupu's victory would install "a

right-wing anti-social and anti-European dictatorship." The Communist M.P.s then left the building.

New elections will be held within 30 days. If Parliament fails to elect a head of state, legislative elections

will be set for 2010.

Source: http://www.stireazilei.md

Swine flu continues to spread in Moldova

Moldovan health officials say the number of confirmed swine flu cases has risen to nearly 900, with 250

new cases recorded over the weekend, Moldovan Service of Radio Liberty reports.

On November 14, a 31-year old woman in the town of Falesti died of swine flu, raising the death toll from

the virus to seven. The textile factory where the latest victim worked was closed and its 500 employees

are undergoing medical tests.

Most schools in Moldova reopened today after one or two weeks of "medical" holidays caused by the

outbreak of swine flu. Five colleges and high schools in the capital, Chisinau, remain closed until further

notice. Each of them has reported more than 10 cases of swine flu. Most of Moldova borders western

Ukraine, where the largest outbreak of swine flu in Europe has occurred.
Source: http://www.rferl.org/content/Swine_Flu_Continues_To_Spread_In_Moldova_/1881827.html

Prisoners in Moldova begin hunger strike

At least 12 inmates in a jail outside Moldova's capital, Chisinau, say they have started a hunger strike to

protest their poor conditions in detention, Moldovan Service of Radio Liberty reports.

Thomas Arendt, a German citizen serving a fraud sentence in the Pruncu jail, told Radio Liberty by phone

on 11 November that the temperatures in the cells are unbearably low and there's no light.

Arendt and another inmate, who asked to remain anonymous, said beatings and even torture are

common at Pruncu.

A representative from Human Rights Watch's Moldovan office told Radio Liberty that it has information

about the hunger strike but says the authorities have barred the group from visiting the inmates.

A jail administration official told Radio Liberty that only one inmate has filed an official complaint about the

conditions at Pruncu. The same official said the temperature in the cells is 18-20 degrees Celsius.

Source: http://www.rferl.org/content/Prisoners_In_Moldova_Begin_Hunger_Strike/1877157.html

Moldova to open talks on new agreement with European Union

Moldova will open the talks over a new agreement with the European Union in January 2010. A relevant

decree was issued by the Acting President of Moldova and Head of Parliament Mihai Ghimpu. “The

negotiation and signing of the new agreement with the EU will enable the Moldovan authorities to step up

cooperation in different areas and to strengthen the administrative and institutional capacities,” it is said in

a communiquй issued by the Parliament. In May 2008, the EU said it was ready to start negotiations on a

new agreement with Moldova that will replace the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which covers

most of the areas of cooperation, including the political dialogue, trade in goods and services,

investments, etc. The ten-year agreement came into force on 1 July, 1998, but was then extended for an

unlimited period. Currently, Moldova benefits from Additional Autonomous Trade Preferences. For an

extensive economic integration, the new agreement should envision the creation of a free trade zone that

would include access to the market of goods, services and investments, and commitments as regards the

gradual implementation of the communitarian acquis.

Source: IPN, 18 November 2009 (website down – no link available)

Cases of illegally taking children out of the country have grown

According to General Prosecution of Moldova, in the first ten months of the current year, the number of

infractions dealing with illegal taking out children of the country has grown. In the reported period, there

were 18 cases recorded. This is by 63% more than in the similar period of the last year. In the firs ten

months of the current year, there were 452 infractions referring to human trafficking phenomenon

recorded in the Republic of Moldova. Of this number, 172 refer to human trafficking; 36 – to children; 130

– proxenetism and 96 – cases of illegal migration. In the reported period, prosecutors put 266 criminal

cases to trial. The law courts examined 167 criminal cases dealing with human trafficking. 186 persons

were sentenced to prison.

Source: http://www.deca.md/?cat=soc_and_civic&id=3116

NEWS FROM BELARUS

Jewish children get “Riding Therapy” in Belarus

In the Belarus city of Bobruisk, the Family Support Centre organized by the local Jewish community has

introduced a new programme to help local youngsters. Fittingly dubbed "Riding Therapy," this project is

aimed at helping children with physical or mental developmental delays. The programme has been

operating throughout 2009, and both the parents and even doctors ascertain its benefits to the children. The children and their parents are very happy to participate in the equestrian club and find it very
beneficial. Everyone is hopeful that the programme will be able to continue in the coming year.

Source: http://www.fjc.ru/news/newsArticle.asp?AID=1041420

Swine flu situation in Belarus

According to the official information of the Health protection Ministry since May of 2009 there have been

laboratory registered 165 cases of swine flu in Belarus.

Source: http://globalist.org.ua/eng/14497-swine-flu-situation-in-belarus

Belarusian police: "We have Orthodox, Catholics and Muslims - all the others are sects"

The Deputy Chief of Minsk's Frunze District Police, Dinas Linkus, said he sent the local police officer to

question the Kagramanyan family, who are Pentecostals, about their faith. "We had a request from the

Culture Department of Minsk City Executive Committee several weeks ago to find out whether any

religious activity was going at this address, and to establish whether a church was active there or not," he

told Forum 18 News Service. "We have Orthodox, Catholics and Muslims - these are the religions. All the

others are sects." Meanwhile Transfiguration Baptist Church in Vitebsk Region was fined for using a

private house for religious worship, despite having official permission to do so. Jehovah's Witness Dmitry

Smyk has been fined for refusing compulsory military service on religious grounds, but criminal charges

against one other conscientious objector have been dropped.

Source: http://www.data.minsk.by/belarusnews/112009/93.html

Latvian Foreign Minister hopes for cheaper visas for Belarusians

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia Maris Riekstins hopes that EU will reduce visa prices for Belarusians.

The Minister made the relevant statement as he met with President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko on

3 November.

The Latvian Foreign Minister reminded that the EU Council will discuss the advance of the dialogue with

Belarus and consequent measures in Brussels in November. “I am convinced that the discussion will lead

to new steps in developing the dialogue, the decision to facilitate visa regulations for Belarus citizens is

most likely to be taken,” said Maris Riekstins.

He remarked that Latvia has always supported a positive dialogue between Brussels and Minsk. Riga

was one of the active supporters of the idea to make Belarus part of the Eastern Partnership Initiative. “It

is now important for your experts to discuss the tactical projects they are interested in as part of the

initiative,” added the Minister.

Source: http://democraticbelarus.eu/node/7685

Indonesia invites Belarusian students to study in its universities

The Indonesian Government invited Belarusian students to study in its universities through a scholarship

programme, referring to a statement from the Foreign Ministry of Indonesia of 10 November.

It also said that the Belarusian Government welcomed the invitation and was hoping that Indonesian

students could study in Belarus.

On 10 November, Indonesia and Belarus conducted consultations and signing of a memorandum of

understanding between the two countries' chamber of industry and trade. The meeting aims to keep

steady trade balance between the two countries and promote cooperation opportunity in sectors of

economy, trade, investment, energy, education and social-culture.

Source: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-11/11/content_12432785.htm
Belarus's President Mr. Lukashenko wishes good luck to Ms. Tymoshenko, “That Poor Woman of

Ukraine”

According to Interfax news agency, both leaders expressed their hopes for strengthening the relationship

between the two countries. "My heart is in Ukraine, this country is very close to me, our people are close:

I feel at home when I am in Ukraine," Mr. Lukashenko said.

Addressing Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, the President of Belarus wished her endurance

and success in all of her beginnings. "It is hard, difficult times in Ukraine right now. Every time I see this

poor woman on TV, I think about all the problems she has to face. She is struggling against everyone,

one woman among all these men. I would like to say that I wish that you get out of this battle well and

healthy," Aleksandr Lukashenko said.

Ms. Tymoshenko emphasized that economic relationship between Ukraine and Belarus is developing

very well. She said that she was hoping this tendency would continue in the future.

Source: http://www.data.minsk.by/belarusnews/112009/73.html

Polish TV Company Director refused Belarusian visa

Belarusian authorities have refused to issue a visa to the director of the Warsaw-based Belsat television

company that broadcasts to Belarus, Belarus Service of Radio Liberty reports.

Agnieszka Romaszewska-Guzy planned to visit Minsk to participate in the Minsk Forum conference that

started on 4 November, but the Belarusian Consulate in Warsaw refused to issue the visa.

Ms. Romaszewska-Guzy told journalists she was hoping the conference – which was organized by the

German-Belarusian Friendship Society and the German Embassy in Minsk – would display the openness

announced recently by Belarusian officials. But she said it looks like Belsat will continue having problems

in Belarus and will not be officially registered.

Belsat is a satellite-television channel established by the Polish Foreign Ministry and the Polish public TV

company Telewizja Polska in April 2007. It started broadcasting in December 2007. Belsat's programs are

based on reports filed by journalists in Poland, Belarus, and Lithuania.

This is the second time this year that Belarus has refused to issue Ms. Romaszewska-Guzy a visa.

Source:

http://www.rferl.org/content/Polish_TV_Company_Director_Refused_Belarusian_Visa/1871462.html
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