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NEWS DIGEST FROM UKRAINE, MOLDOVA, AND BELARUS
April 22 – May 8, 2009

NEWS FROM UKRAINE
May 8, 2009 – EU Offers Aid, Loans to Six Eastern-European Nations

The European Union on Thursday offered six former Soviet states €600 million ($798 million) in incentives to promote stronger energy and economic ties and democratic reforms, The Wall Street Journal reported. The plan, called the Eastern Partnership, has inflamed tensions between the EU and Russia, as Moscow worries that the bloc is encroaching on its traditional turf. The EU, for its part, remains wary following Russia`s war in Georgia last year and a weekslong January cutoff of gas supplies to the EU during a dispute between Moscow and Ukraine. 
Source: http://www.unian.net/eng/news/news-314722.html
May 7, 2009 -- EURO 2012 to be held in 5 Polish, 5 Ukrainian stadiums
The 2012 European Soccer Championship will be held in five Poland and five Ukrainian cities, Polish newspaper Gazeta Wyborcza reported on Thursday, Xinhua reported. Claiming that such a decision will be made public by UEFA next Wednesday, the daily said that among Poland`s lucky cities will be Warsaw, Gdansk, Wroclaw, Poznan and Cracow. In Ukraine chosen will be Kyiv, Doneck, Lviv, Odessa and Dnipropetrovsk. According to Polish Sport and Tourism Minister Miroslaw Drzewiecki, the UEFA`s Wednesday decision will not be final. In his opinion matches will be played on no more than eight stadiums.  Poland will co-host the European soccer championship with Ukraine.
Source: http://www.unian.net/eng/news/news-314619.html 
May 7, 2009 -- Communists call for introduction of death penalty in Ukraine
The Communist Party faction has proposed to resume the death penalty in Ukraine for a number of grave crimes, the faction's leader Petro Symonenko told a press conference on Thursday. The Communists have developed a bill amending the Ukrainian Criminal Code, which, among other things, proposes to introduce the death penalty for crimes such as premeditated murder, human trafficking, banditry, terrorism, drug smuggling, and bribery, said Symonenko. The bill also proposes to introduce life imprisonment for rape, robbery, misappropriation of property through abuse of office, the creation of a criminal group, trading in prostitution, and other crimes. 
Source: http://www.kyivpost.com/nation/41014
May 5, 2009 -- Kyiv confirms capture of ship with 24 Ukranians by Somali pirates
The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry confirmed that Somali pirates had captured a freighter with 24 Ukrainian citizens, Itar-Tass learnt on Sunday at the press service of the Ukrainian ministry, Itar-Tass reported.  Referring to information of the Ukraine’s embassy in Greece, the press service reported that on the night of May 1, Somali pirates captured the allegedly British-owned ship Ariana, which sailed out on high seas under the flag of Malta. The operator company confirmed to the embassy that the ship’s crew includes 24 seamen, all of them Ukrainian citizens. The ministry instructed the Ukrainian embassies in Greece, Great Britain and Kenya to take urgent measures to establish a constant contact with the ship owner, the operator company and appropriate bodies of host countries for the earliest elucidation of circumstances concerning the capture and a possible release of the Ukrainian crew.  According to the Foreign Ministry, it now tries to find out the type of the cargo and the name of a Greek operator company. 
Source: http://www.unian.net/eng/news/news-314186.html
May 5, 2009 – Customs’ representatives from Moldova and Ukraine visit the World Customs Organization
On 25-30 April EUBAM organised a study visit to the headquarters of the World Customs Organisation (WCO) in Brussels, Belgium. Six representatives of the human resources and training departments of the Moldovan and Ukrainian customs learnt about international standards and practice in developing and implementing training programmes for customs staff. In addition, they studied strategies in human resource management and capacity building, which could be integrated into their national training programmes and plans. Further, the group had working meetings with the officials of the World Customs Organisation and discussed possible cooperation. 

Source: http://soderkoping.org.ua/page24148.html
May 4, 2009 -- E.U. Looks East With Increasing Anxiety 
BRUSSELS — Once seen as a means of drawing countries away from Russia’s sphere of influence, a European Union plan to strengthen its bond with six former Soviet republics now has a more urgent purpose: to stabilize a volatile region. On Thursday, Prague will play host to a summit meeting designed to embrace the six states — Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova — under a plan called the Eastern Partnership. The original goal was to present the 27-nation European Union bloc as an alternative to Moscow as a regional power center by offering greater engagement on economic and political issues. 
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/05/world/europe/05iht-union.html?ref=global-home

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA 
May 7, 2009 -- EU Commissioner: Eastern Partnership to help Moldova come closer to EU
The European Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighborhood Policy Benita Ferrero-Waldner encouraged the Moldovan authorities to mobilize their efforts and use the wide opportunities offered by the Eastern Partnership in order to accelerate the political and economic reforms, implement European standards and overcome the difficulties caused by the world economic crisis. The Commissioner Thursday had a meeting with Moldova’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration and Deputy Prime Minister Andrei Stratan, who is taking part in the Prague Summit to launch the Eastern Partnership. The European Commissioner assured that the participation in the Eastern Partnership will help Moldova not only to solve the problems, but also come closer to the EU and achieve its strategic European integration objective. Source – Info-Prim-Neo
May 5, 2009 -- Money transfer volume drops by 40% in first quarter 

The volume of money transfers declined by 40% in the first quarter at the Moldovan money transfer market, Director General of the UNIStream money transfer system Suren Airichean said. He remarked that the slowdown in the market growth, which reached earlier 30-60% a year, began in the fourth quarter of 2008. That time the increase in money transfers practically stopped, though it reached on the whole 44% for the year 2008 in this money transfer system. ’The list of the factors for this decline is big enough, as all the economy sectors were affected by the world financial crisis, whereas those, which suffered most of all, were construction, trade, services, that is to say, all those spheres, where the concentration of labor migrants was the most considerable’, Airichean explained. He pointed out that the volume of money transfers was reduced at the cost of the Russian ruble devaluation, which exchange rate dropped by 40-45% from September. ’We have not noticed the outflow of clients. 

Source – Infotag
May 5, 2009 -- Europe Day marked in Moldova 

The Foreign and European Integration Ministry (MAEIE) in concert with the European Commission's Delegation in Chisinau, with the support of the international partners (United Nations Development Programme - Moldova, EURASIA Foundation, International Organisation for Migration) on 4-10 May 2009 organize a string of events dedicated to the marking of the Europe Day in Moldova titled, Integration through Communication. Discussions on the subject, Moldova-EU Relations, will be organized at more lyceums and universities and actions of Pro-Europe European Interactive Centers on 4-8 May. A running race with the participation of young people from Chisinau-based schools and lyceums will be held at the Valea Trandafirilor park on 8 May.  The event will be organized along with the Sports Agency. Prizes will be awarded to pupils winners of a painting contest titled, Message for Europe, at the Republican Centre for Children and Youth on 9 May. 

Source –  Moldpres
May 4, 2009 --  The Government of the RM resigns

Prime Minister Zinaida Greceanii tabled Monday the resignation of the current governmental team set up on 31 March, 2008. Greceanii thanked the outgoing President Vladimir Voronin for the permanent support offered to the Government. She said that during the last few years and after the investiture of the present Government, there was set the course towards a sustainable development and this objective remains a major one during the world economic crisis. ’We have a lot of things to do. I’m sure that we will show the same team spirit and responsibility towards our people and will manage to cope with these challenges as we did before, during the last eight years,’ Greceanii said. She thanked the deputy prime ministers and ministers and, in their name, the employees of the central public authorities for the responsible attitude they showed during this period. She also thanked the social partners, employers, trade unions and civil society ‘for their enormous contribution towards ensuring better governance.’ 

Source – Info-Prim-Neo
Apr 28, 2009 – EU expresses concern about developments in Moldova

The EU Foreign Ministers Monday adopted a declaration saying the EU has ‘serious concerns’ about developments in Moldova. Czech Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg, who chaired the meeting, said the EU is resolved to push on with its Eastern Partnership initiative, which is designed to forge closer ties between the bloc and six eastern neighbors. ’We believe that sending a strong message to the six partnership countries: Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan is very important in the light of the recent developments in the region, and that we need to engage with our neighbors more closely in order to promote good governance, the rule of law, and transparency,’ Schwartzenberg said. ’The current tensions in Moldova pose a challenge for the EU. Our task is now to find a proper way to strengthen our policy of bringing Moldova closer to our standard,’ he said. ‘We expect Moldova to behave in a European way, not only vis-à-vis the EU and its members, but first of all, internally.’  Source – Info-Prim-Neo

NEWS FROM BELARUS

April 22, 2009 -- Visa regime between Belarus and Israel could be abolished in 2010, according to Israeli ambassador to Belarus Edward Shapira
In November 2008, consular negotiations on this matter were held. 
(Edward Shapira, Israeli Ambassador to Belarus).

Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/politics.asp?id=10897

April 22, 2009 -- CIS experts to discuss border control enhancement on April 24
A session of an expert group will take place at the CIS Executive Committee on April 24. The expert group is tasked with adjusting a draft protocol to the agreement on border control cooperation of border guards at checkpoints at CIS states’ borders with non-CIS states.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/politics?id=361861
April 22, 2009 -- Single customs code which will apply in Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan to be developed by January 1
Efforts are underway now to form the single customs tariff, and the parties will have to trade off on a number of commodity items. 
Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/economics.asp?id=10894
April 23, 2009 -- EC representative in Belarus believes it is possible to reduce Schengen visa cost for Belarusians
Jean-Eric Holzapfel, Charge d'affaires of the Delegation of the European Commission to Belarus, does not rule out a possibility of reducing Schengen visa cost for the Belarusians to €35. The statement was made during the roundtable “EU Eastern Partnership: Prospects for Belarus” on April 22.

Source: http://law.by/work/EnglPortal.nsf/NewsBelForInt/946A312B303E510BC22575A10048B520?OpenDocument

April 28, 2009 -- Belarus, Latvia to Simplify Transboundary Travels
Belarus and Latvia have agreed to intensify the preparation of the agreement on simplified order for transboundary travels of the residents of the border regions of the two countries. This issue has been discussed during a working visit of Belarusian Foreign Minister Syarhei Martynau to Latvia at the invitation of Latvian Foreign Minister Maris Riekstins.

Source: http://democraticbelarus.eu/node/6544
April 29, 2009 -- Nelegal 2009 operation praised by CSTO Secretariat


Secretary General of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) Nikolai Bordyuzha praised the results of the Nelegal 2009 operation. The operation was held to counteract illegal migration on the CSTO territory.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/society?id=364059

April 30, 2009 -- Ornaments of Slutsk belts to become basis for typography of new national biometrical passport


The presentation of the process of its preparation took place in the Belarusian Publishing House. A new passport will have more than 30 protection levels, including water-marks, protection polygraphic array and invisible ink. Besides, the special microchip with all biometrical data of the citizen will be implemented.
Source: http://www.tvr.by/eng/society.asp?id=11061
April 30, 2009 -- Belarus approves CIS transborder cooperation agreements
President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko approved the convention on transborder cooperation of the CIS member states and the agreement on the council on CIS interregional and transborder cooperation that were signed in Bishkek on October 10, 2008.

Source: http://www.belta.by/en/news/president?id=364955
May 4, 2009 -- Better protection of labour migrants’ rights in CIS
The system of hiring labour migrants in the Commonwealth of the Independent States will be significantly improved to secure better protection of the rights of migrants, Maria Gutsalo, counselor of the press service of the CIS Executive Committee told.

Source: http://law.by/work/EnglPortal.nsf/NewsBelForInt/74A2888A782FE92FC22575AC00432442?OpenDocument
May 4, 2009 -- Illegal Migrants from India Detained in Northern Belarus
Six India nationals, including an underage boy, were detained in the Hlybokaye district. They attempted to transit the territory of Belarus illegally in order to enter the European Union. 
Source: http://democraticbelarus.eu/node/6583
Please note that IOM bears no responsibility for the accuracy and content of the press summary, which is based on external news services and does not necessarily reflect the views of IOM.
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