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NEWS FROM UKRAINE

Ukrainian frontier guards will look into purses of foreigners

Following up on the Ukrainian Government’s decree published in early June 2009, the State Border Service of Ukraine passed an order obliging citizens of “other” countries (mostly Asian and African countries) to prove availability of funds for their stay in Ukraine, transit and departure from Ukraine when crossing the Ukrainian state border. 

From 24 August, 2009 every foreign citizen (except for the citizens of the Russian Federation) crossing the Ukrainian border has to be ready to declare an amount equaling to 20 minimum Ukrainian wages, that is 12,520 UAH.

Availability of funds will be selectively checked in the terminals of the Ukrainian state border crossings and will be carried out during the interviews with foreigners or persons without citizenship with participation of at least two frontiersmen.

Availability of funds is to be established by the visual examination of cash in Ukraine’s national currency or foreign currency corresponding to 12,520 UAH according to the National Bank of Ukraine exchange rate, check-up of other financial document that serve as a basis for receipt of money in the banks, examination of banking payment cards of international payment systems and documents indicating the amounts of money kept in the personal bank accounts of the foreigners.

Border guards will also study documents confirming reservation or payment for the accommodation, and food in Ukraine, as well as agreements with the travel agencies and will check-up the travel tickets for return with a fixed date to the country of a person’s citizenship or residence. 

In the instances when sufficient funds to cover the travelers’ stay in Ukraine are available, foreigners or persons without citizenship will be able to cross the state border, otherwise – measures will be taken by the Border Guards to return such person to the country he/she came from.

Source: http://www.umoloda.kiev.ua/number/1468/116/51656/ 

President of the Russian Federation to withhold Kyiv ambassador until relations between the states improve
President of the Russian Federation Dmitrii Medvedev posted an open letter to the President of Ukraine Victor Yuschenko on the official website of the President of Russia. President Medvedev stated that he decided to refrain from sending a new Ambassador of Russia to Ukraine until relations between the states improve.
Source: http://www.kremlin.ru/text/docs/2009/08/220743.shtml 

“Our Ukraine” responds to Dmitrii Medvedev’s recent letter

Party, “Our Ukraine”, on 12 August called “aggressive” the recent letter from Russian President Dmitrii Medvedev. 

One of the founders of this party, President Victor Yushchenko, did not make any comments, but he has been working on a response that will probably be announced on Friday, a senior official at his office said on 12 August.

Source: full text is posted on official party’s web-site: http://www.razom.org.ua/news/2286/, http://www.ukrainianjournal.com/index.php?w=article&id=8896 

Crimea's only Ukrainian-language weekly resumes operations
Crimea's only Ukrainian-language periodical has resumed publication, Radio Liberty Ukrainian Service reports.

Editor-in-chief of "Krymska Svitlytsia Weekly" Viktor Kachula told Radio Liberty that the local businessman Volodymyr Kuntsov decided to pay the printing costs of the weekly after he had learned about the newspaper's financial problems. 

"Krymska Svitlytsia Weekly" has been operating since 1992 and is the only periodical printed in the Ukrainian language on the predominantly Russian-speaking Crimean peninsula.
Source: http://www.rferl.org/content/Crimeas_Only_UkrainianLanguage_Weekly_Resumes_Operations/1797872.html 

President of Ukraine signed a Decree naturalizing 251 persons

President of Ukraine Victor Yuschenko signed a decree naturalizing 251 persons, including 14 minors. 30% of them are Russians, 16% - Armenians, 9% - Georgians, 7% - Moldovans and 6% - Azerbaijanis. During this year President Yuschenko granted citizenship of Ukraine to 2,272 persons. 

Source: http://www.ukurier.gov.ua/index.php?news=1&id=1912 

“Alliance of civilizations” has created a special web-site on education about religions and beliefs

Group of United Nations experts “Alliance of civilizations” has created a web-site focusing on education about religions and beliefs. Materials on civic education, tolerance education, ethics education, and other forms of education aimed at enabling different people to learn to live together will be also posted there. This web-site is designed for use of policy-makers, educators, and researchers in these fields.  More details are available directly on the abovementioned web-site www.aocerb.org.

Source: http://www.civicua.org/news/view.html?q=1244158 
President of Ukraine: society must understand that the amendment of the constitution lies in its interests
President Victor Yushchenko is convinced that “instability, which in recent years has persisted in Ukrainian politics, should be stopped by introducing changes to the Constitution.” The President also stressed that the society “must understand that the amendment of the constitution lies in its interests”. 

Source: http://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/14655.html 
Mykola Tomenko: Visit of His Holiness Kirill Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia began subordination of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church to Moscow Patriarchate
The Vice-Chairman of the Parliament of Ukraine Mykola Tomenko is convinced that the visit of His Holiness Kirill Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia started the subordination scenario concerning Ukrainian Orthodox Church to Moscow Patriarchate commenced. 
According to Mr. Tomenko, “Patriarchate of Moscow and All Russia might become the Patriarchate of Kyiv and All Ukraine. Still such scenario would not be supported neither by the Ukrainian society nor by the Ukrainian state nor by the congregation of Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Moscow Patriarchate.”
Source: http://portal.rada.gov.ua/rada/control/en/publish/article/info_left?art_id=165232&cat_id=105995 

Counselor at Ukrainian Embassy in Moscow Ihor Berezkin leaves Russia

Russian Federation has decided to expel Mr. Ihor Berezkin, a Councilor and the Head of the political department at the Ukrainian Embassy in Moscow, KyivPost reports.
Mr. Berezkin has been working in Moscow since January 2009. He was in charge of the political aspect of Russian-Ukrainian relations, in particular issues related to the Russian Black Sea Fleet's deployment in Crimea.

Source: http://www.kyivpost.com/nation/46209 
Ukraine is ready to hold visa talks with Israel

Ukraine is ready to start talks with Israel on a visa-free regime, Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Oleksandr Kupchyshyn said at a meeting with Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine Zina Kalay-Kleitman, the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry's press service has reported. The diplomats discussed preparations for the visits to Ukraine by Israeli President Shimon Peres, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman, and other Israeli high-ranking officials. They also focused on bilateral relations in the political, economic and consular sectors.

Source: http://www.nrcu.gov.ua/index.php?id=148&listid=96714 

NEWS FROM MOLDOVA

How Moldovans voted abroad

“Although everything possible was done to restrict the access to the ballot boxes, the Moldovan citizens abroad demonstrated exemplary mobilization”, Alexandru Ciobanu from the association of Moldovans in Italy stated. In the Bologna-based polling station, the voters started to appear at 6 am, although the consulate was closed. After 8 pm, hundreds of Moldovan citizens still stood in the courtyard of the consulate, as they came after ending work at hundreds of kilometers away. Some Moldovan used their cars to take citizens to Bologna 7-8 times a day. 3,642 Moldovans voted in the polling station according to the consulate in Bologna. According to the data provided by the Moldovan embassy to Rome, 1,796 Moldovans voted. The Moldovans working in Spain had to go and vote in Paris, said Olga Rusu, a Moldovan living in Spain. She opines “the Chisinau Communist government deprived at least 16,000 Moldovans from their right to vote, by setting the vote day on a working day and by not opening polling stations in Spain”. Mariana Arsene from Canada has told that annually 5,000 Moldovans arrive to Canada to work, but there were no polling stations for them.
Source: IPN - http://www.info-prim.md/?a=10&nD=2009/07/31&ay=24889 
Moldovan High Court must rule on recount request
The Moldovan Constitutional Court says it will decide on August 14 whether to order a recount of the July 29 parliamentary elections votes as requested by the Popular Christian Democrat Party, Radio Liberty's Moldovan Service reports.
The Christian Democrats, who allied themselves with the ruling Communist Party over the last four years, hope to prove that fraud is what prevented them from gaining enough votes to enter the new parliament.
The party representative to the Central Election Committee Radu Busila, says the alleged fraud involved some 3,200 missing ballots. He says that a single missing ballot could be used for large-scale fraud.
Central Election Committee Chairman Eugen Stirbu dismissed allegations about missing ballots as "nonsense." 
The Constitutional Court has to make a decision about validating the elections results by August 17. A decision on August 14 in favour of the recount of the votes could delay the procedure by a week. But it is unlikely to delay the first session of the new parliament, which is expected to convene by August 29 at the latest.
The Constitutional Court refused a request by the Christian Democrats last week to recount the votes.
Source: http://www.rferl.org/content/Moldovan_High_Court_Must_Rule_On_Election_Recount_Request/1797936.html 
Moldova to take actions to fight against A (N1H1) flu

The students of the Moldovan higher and vocational schools will have to present medical certificates at the beginning of the academic year to confirm their good health condition. The certificate will have a special format, approved by the Health Ministry of Moldova, and will be issued by the family physician. Pupils of secondary schools and children from kindergartens will be examined by physicians employed at the concerned institutions. This decision was approved on 6 August, 2009 at meeting of the Republican Extraordinary Anti-Epidemic Commission as a measure to supervise the epidemiological situation in Moldova, triggered by the flu virus A (N1H1).
Heath Minister of Moldova Larisa Catrinici said that 36 cases on a suspicion of infection with the virus A (N1H1) have been recorded in Moldova so far. The virus was confirmed in two cases, basing on the results from specialized laboratory in London; the tests were negative in 32 cases, another two samples still being examined.
Source:  Moldpres - http://www.moldpres.md/default.asp?Lang=en&ID=115155
Tubercular patients to be subjected to forcible medical treatment under new regulation

Tubercular patients will be subjected to forcible medical treatment only with the consent of the court, under a new regulation adopted by the Government of Moldova. If the patient refuses to follow the prescribed treatment, the relevant medical establishment will seek forcible hospitalization by filing a request with the relevant district court. The regulation stipulates that, in protecting other persons from being infected, the authorities will ensure that human rights are respected with regard to the tubercular patient who is being treated in an assisted manner. For the uninsured patients, the costs of the assisted treatment shall be covered by the National Mandatory Health Insurance Company. A separate section of the regulation addresses the application of forcible treatment to the prisoners suffering from communicable tuberculosis. According to Health Minister of Moldova Larisa Cartinici, these represent two thirds of all the jailed patients. The representatives of the Health Ministry of Moldova believe the enforcement of this regulation will help to prevent the emergence of drug-resistant forms of tuberculosis (which are three times more expensive to treat than usual forms), as well as to institute an overall control on tuberculosis development in the country. 

Source: IPN - http://www.info-prim.md/?a=10&nD=2009/08/08&ay=25046 
Peak of the economic crisis in Moldova happened in the first quarter of 2009

The peak of the crisis in Moldova occurred in the first quarter of 2009, Vladimir Golovatiuc Director General of the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) of Moldova told. He remarked that it is clear, when you compare the results for January-March with the data for April-June. Mr. Golovatiuc forecasts the further improvement of the economic indicators in the third quarter of 2009; he explains this with the mass sales of fruits and vegetables, when the budget revenues traditionally increase in Moldova. According to the last forecasts of the Ministry of Economy and Trade of Moldova, it is expected that the industrial decline in 2009 will constitute 6% against 2008, when Moldova's GDP exceeded USD 6 billions that accounted for USD 1,700 per capita (without taking into consideration the Transnistria region). 

Source – Infotagnews agency – No internet link available 
Moldovan youth more seriously affected by economic crisis
More and more young persons in Moldova remain out of work. The young people from rural areas who do not have higher education are the most affected and are the most likely to migrate, shows the study “Youth Unemployment and Poverty in Moldova: present situation and possible answers”, carried out by the United Nations Development Programme in Moldova. The results of the study were made public on 12 August. According to the research, the unemployment rate among the youth in the first half of this year was 16%, as against 14% in 2007. This rate in rural areas was 17%, while in urban areas - 15%. The study suggests stating a national policy on vocational training for the youth. “The young people lack experience and face the distrust of the potential employers. On the home labour market, they have to compete with more experienced migrants who return home, where the jobless rate is already high,” said, manager of the UNDP Moldova’s poverty reduction programme Lovita Ramguttee. Another problem is that many young persons do not register as unemployed with the National Employment Agency of Moldova. According to the statistics of the National Employment Agency, 17,800 persons out of work were recorded in Moldova in December last year. At the end of June 2009, this figure rose to 35,000. 
Source – IPN - http://www.info-prim.md/?a=10&nD=2009/08/12&ay=25119 
NEWS FROM BELARUS

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belarus: Belarus expects European Union to lower visa prices

During the press Conference following the meeting of the EU Troika and Belarus, 28 July, 2009 the Belarus Minister for Foreign Affairs Sergei Martynov noted that Belarus expects from the European Union the simplification of the visa issuance. “Our citizens and residents of Belarus cannot accept the fact that they have to pay at least a double price in comparison to our neighbours for the visas and also to have an extremely complex and lengthy procedure of applying for the visas to the Schenghen zone.”

Sources: http://mfa.gov.by/en/press/news/a10985940499c154.html
   http://belradio.fm/en/924/news/36162/?tpl=208 

Meeting of EU Troika and Belarus

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belarus Sergei Martynov took part in the meeting of the European Union (EU) Troika and Belarus at the ministerial level on 28 July, 2009 in Brussels.

The EU side was represented by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden Carl Bildt, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana, EU Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

Participants of the meeting exchanged their views on the current state and perspectives of the Belarus-EU relations, including the Eastern Partnership framework. The parties also touched upon the perspectives of providing assistance by the European Union to Belarus to mitigate the consequences of the global financial and economic crisis, and securing a full-fledged access to loans and investment by international financial institutions, including the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the European Investment Bank.

While in Brussels, Sergei Martynov met with Lithuanian Foreign Minister Vygaudas Ushatskas, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, EU Commissioner for Taxation and Customs Union, Lászlό Kovács.

Source: http://mfa.gov.by/en/press/news/b3b9a89ae176de7d.html 

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Belarus may ease visa requirements for travelers from frontier regions

Belarusian, Lithuanian, Latvian and Polish experts have agreed upon the drafts of agreements on relaxing visa requirements for the travelers from the frontier regions of the three countries, BelTA news agency learnt from the press service of the Belarus Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

“In line with the legislation of European Union, our counterparts from Latvia, Lithuania and Poland have yet to agree the draft agreements with the European Commission. Once Brussels approves the documents, our partners will finish the interstate procedures, and the agreements will be ready for signing. Taking into consideration that it is the period of summer vacations in Europe now, we believe this issue will be settled within several months,” the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Belarus noted.  

Source: http://www.belarus.by/en/press-center/news/latvia-lithuania-poland-belarus-may-ease-visa-requirements-for-travelers-from-frontier-regions_i_0000000192.html 

Belarusian-Indian investment cooperation has a huge potential

A project to upgrade a Grodno plant with the help of Indian investment will be a good start of the investment cooperation between India and Belarus, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of India to the Republic of Belarus Ramesh Chander told at a press conference on the occasion of the Indian Independence Day on 11 August, 2009.

“There are great opportunities for mutually beneficial cooperation. Belarus is one of the priorities of India’s foreign policy. The Indian side views the cooperation with Belarus as excellent,” summarized the Ambassador.

Source: http://www.belarus.by/en/press-center/news/belarusian-indian-investment-cooperation-has-a-huge-potential_i_0000000221.html 

Belarusian town to restore Lenin monument that killed a man

Officials say they will repair a Lenin statue that broke and killed a 21-year-old man in the southeastern Belarusian town of Uvaravichy who climbed it, Radio Liberty Belarus Service reports. Uvaravichy Council Chairman Ihar Ivanchykau said on August 11 that the monument will be fully restored. The upper portion of the statue of Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin fell on the unnamed young man on 10 August when he climbed atop the seven-meter monument and suspended himself on the Lenin's outstretched arm. He was seriously injured and died on route to a hospital in the nearby city of Homel.
Source: http://www.rferl.org/content/Belarusian_Town_To_Restore_Lenin_Monument_That_Killed_Man_/1797558.html 
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